KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL
www.kinoulton.com
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on
15 November 2011 at 19:30


Present	J Gladstone (Chairman)
A Cuthill (Vice-Chairman)
N A Oxby (Treasurer)
D Allen
T Carline
A Earl
B Poulson

A Tillotson Clerk to the Council

Apologies 

T Combellack, Borough Councillor 
J Cottee, County Councillor 

99.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

None

100.  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 October 2011 as previously circulated were taken as read and, were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

101.  MATTERS ARISING

Disabled Access at the Nevile Arms 

Councillor Earl reported that although no action has so far been taken, progress is being made behind the scenes and the issue is on going.

Vimy Ridge Trees

Councillor Cuthill identified 32 trees that need replacing.  He mentioned the possibility of an anonymous donor who might fund the project which Councillor Cuthill estimated would cost no more than £2,000.  The donation would need to be made to a charitable organisation.  As the Vimy Ridge trees are a war memorial, Councillor Cuthill will contact the British Legion.

Electoral Boundaries

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s response to the electoral boundary changes has been submitted to the Commission’s website (http://consultation.boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/).  The submission can be tracked with the reference: BCE/IP/004513

The Chairman extended his thanks on behalf of the Parish Council for Councillor Allen’s hard work on this submission.

Noticeboards

Councillor Carline will erect the notice board as soon as the keys have been located!



Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment

Councillor Oxby reported that entries have been amended as per the Parish Council’s comments.  These can be viewed at the following website which Councillor Oxby has circulated by email:

http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/planningpolicy/localdevelopmentframework/supportingstudies/strategiclandavailabilityassessment/

Highway Hobble

Councilor Earl was delighted to report that the Highway Hobble raised over £26,000 in total.

Rushcliffe Community Awards

The Parish Council unanimously congratulated Councillor Earl on winning a ‘Protecting and Enhancing Our Environment’ award for her work on leading the allotment project.

102.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE NO:	11/01400/FUL
APPLICANT:		Mr and Mrs Jones
DEVELOPMENT:	Conversion and extension of barn and outbuilding to form dwelling
LOCATION:	        	Cringle Farm, 131 Main Street, NG12 3EL
COMMENT:		No objection

103.   JOINT USE AREA

Councillor Oxby reported that he has carried out the usual twice weekly inspections and has identified an area of damage to the high platform which he suspects could be due to vandalism.  The Clerk will contact Proludic for a quote for replacing this platform.

Councillor Carline reported that he has spoken to John Savage who is open to the idea of goal posts on the school field.  Mr Savage suggested that ½-size goal posts would be most appropriate for the school’s use and would also fit the needs of local teenagers.   It was agreed that the Clerk should contact County Councillor Cottee for advice.  Once the Council has more information, it will meet again with Mr Savage to discuss moving this forward.

104.   AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor Gladstone asked Councillors if they had received the scheduled leaflet drop due on 7 + 8 November and none had.  Councillor Oxby expressed concern that it is unclear on the proposed leaflet who is eligible to apply for these homes. The Clerk will write to Waterloo Housing asking for an explanation regarding the leaflet drop and highlighting Councillor Oxby’s concerns.  Councillor Earl pointed out that there are posters in the bus stop and phone box.
 
The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from a couple from Cotgrave regarding the bungalow in Bradshaw Close.  The couple would like to downsize from their present property in Cotgrave.  They contacted Waterloo Housing Association to enquire about the property and were told that they would need to have a strong local connection to be considered for the property.  The couple wrote to the Parish Council in the hope it would be able to consider them for the property.  Councillor Gladstone pointed out that the couple do not fit the criteria for affordable housing as they are not on the Housing Needs Register.  The Clerk will write to the couple and explain the eligibility criteria.  Councillor Gladstone also expressed disappointment that this was not made clear by Waterloo Housing Association when the couple contacted them.  The Clerk will mention this in her communication with Waterloo Housing Association.



105.   A46 UPDATE

Overtaking on A46

The Clerk reported that she had contacted Pam Hobson outlining the Council’s concerns regarding overtaking on the A46 near the Widmerpool Roundabout.  Mrs Hobson is aware of this issue, but other than putting a solid barrier, or cones, down the centre of the road she is at a loss as to what else can be done.  They have increased the signage and put arrows on the floor.  She also noted that if the programme of works goes to plan they will be separating the north and southbound traffic by early December and both carriageways will be on their own side of the concrete barrier.

Soutbound sliproad A606 

Mrs Hobson noted that the re-opening of the southbound off slip from the A46 to the A606 is on target for week commencing 13 November.  As this date has now passed, it was agreed that the Clerk should contact Mrs Hobson for an update.

Grit bin

Mrs Hobson confirmed that Kinoulton was on the list for a grit bin and that she would be in touch when she has more information.

106.   ALLOTMENTS

The Chairman joined with all the Councillors in congratulating Councillor Earl on receiving the 2011 award for “Protecting and Enhancing our Environment” at the recent Rushcliffe Community Awards, for her work in pioneering the Allotments at Kinoulton.  

Councillor Earl reported that the Allotment Society has been given 25 Dwarf Apple trees which they propose planting in the apex at the Vimy Ridge end of the allotments.  Following advice from the Wildflower Farm at Langar, they will be using the wildflower funding to plant spring bulbs under these trees.  Councillor Earl also reported that an allotment has become available and that she will look into advertising this in the Kinoulton Newsletter.

Councillor Earl reported that the pumpkin competition was very successful.

107.   DRAINS ON MAIN STREET

The Clerk informed the Council that work to connect the drain outside no. 28 Main Street to a holding tank had been undertaken by Nottinghamshire County Council.  She had spoken to the workmen at the time and had been informed that excess water would now drain off into a nearby field.  She has been unable to ascertain whether Nottinghamshire County Council intend to do the same to the drain outside no. 14 Main Street.  It was agreed that no further action should be taken for now but that photographs should be taken should the drains flood again and further action be required.

108.   STREET LIGHTING

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s request for a road safety inspection has been granted and that she will circulate more information as it becomes available.

It was agreed that information regarding the proposed part-night operation of street lights in Kinoulton should be circulated to the community via the Kinoulton Newsletter.  The Clerk will contact Di Worn.

109.   KINOULTON VILLAGE HALL ROOF – PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS

As the Parish Council’s representative on the Village Hall Committee, Councillor Allen raised the issue of photovoltaic panels on the Village Hall Roof.  However, due to changes in subsidies recently announced by the Government, this is not likely to be practical in the near future.



110.   VILLAGE GREEN TREE

The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with Monty Haw of Nottinghamshire County Council who confirmed that the Parish Council had not replied to his email in June asking for permission to inspect a tree on land owned by the Parish.  Mr Haw informed the Clerk that they are currently inspecting all highway trees in Rushcliffe and that he will request that this tree be included in the inspection.

Councillor Earl noted that a friend who is a Tree Inspector informally suggested the tree would need some work to the crown and the dead wood removing.

111.   CORRESPONDENCE

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons

The Parish Council has received an invitation from Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by lighting a beacon in Kinoulton.  Councillor Oxby agreed to raise with a parishioner whether he would be interested in lighting a beacon on the top of Needham Hill.  It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate the possibility of whether the Show Committee would be interested in linking with the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  

Vale of Belvoir Ramblers

It was agreed that this material could be displayed on the Parish Notice Board

NALC AGM

It was agreed that this information should be circulated in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope

RBC Meetings

It was agreed that this information should be displayed on the noticeboard.

Radcliffe on Trent Food and Gift Festival 

It was agreed that this information should be displayed in the bus stop.

Roads in Winter

This information will be added to the Distribution Envelope.

The Clerk will contact Highways South concerning the poor condition of Main Street ahead of the Winter months particularly the hump between no.s 72 and 80 which is forcing low-slung vehicles to drive on the other side of the road.

Vale of Belvoir Responders 

It was agreed that this request for funding would be discussed at the next meeting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rural Communities Action Nottinghamshire

Councillor Gladstone received an invitation to a meeting regarding raising funds.  This has been circulated in the Distribution Envelope.

112.   SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

· CPRE membership - £29 (by direct debit)
· Mr Watkins - £85 + VAT for the ½ yearly maintenance of the Village Green
· British Legion - £17 for poppy wreath at Kinoulton Village Hall

Agreed to defray the aforementioned expense.

The Treasurer was sanctioned to pay the Parish Clerk’s salary for the period 1st October to 31st December as the next meeting was to be in January 2012.   The specific figures will be reported to January’s meeting.

113.   ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

None

114.   PARISH AFFAIRS

Melton Mowbray Sustainable Urban Extension Masterplan - Councillor Gladstone attending a presentation on 09 November.  He reported that the plans are in the very early stages of development.  There are currently 4 alternative options incorporating a‘demi ring road’ and plans for 10,000 houses, an industrial development and schools to the North East.  There will be several years of discussions before any decisions are made.

Kinoulton.com

The Clerk will be meeting with Liz Ingram on 21 November for a tutorial on administering the website.

Precept

Councillor Oxby asked for any inclusions to the precept to be suggested to him before Christmas.

115.  The next meeting to be held on Tuesday, 17 January 2012. 

The meeting ended at 21:07
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