KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

www.kinoulton.com

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on

17th February 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present    J. Gladstone (Chairman)

                R Kingsbury (Vice-Chairman)

                N.A.Oxby (Treasurer)

                Mrs E. Evans

A.Cuthill

T. Carline   

Mrs A. Earl

Visitor: 

APOLOGIES 

County Councillor Cottee due to a previous commitment.

125. TO APPOINT A COUNCILLOR TEMPORARY CLERK TO THE COUNCIL

The Council had resolved to extend Mrs Michele Oxby’s existing term of employment as Clerk to the Council to 28th February 200.  When the Clerk has checked the contract it does not allow for any extensions once notice has been given.  Given her other job as a Legal Executive, which is subject to various regulations Mrs Oxby considered she could not continue as Clerk beyond 6th February.   As the new Clerk commencement date is 1st March 2009it was necessary to appoint a Councillor to act as the unpaid Clerk until the new Clerk’s employment commenced.

Resolved that Councillor Neil Oxby is appointed Clerk to the Council until such time as the new Clerk to the Council employment commences. Proposed Councillor Cuthill and seconded Councillor Earle. All agreed.  

126. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

Councillor Carline declared a personal interest in minute number 131, as he is a Governor of the School.

127. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 20th January as previously circulated were taken as read and, with amendments, were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

128. MATTERS ARISING

Health & Safety

No response has been received from the Contractor with regard to his insurance/professional indemnity cover to under take works to the Village Green.  A follow up letter has been sent requesting a response so the matter can be considered as part of the Risk Assessment at the Parish Council meeting in March

Bus Service

A letter has been sent to the County Council setting out the current problems being experienced with the existing bus service to the village. 

St Luke’s Church

A letter of thanks has been received from the Rector, Rev Stephanie Fahie, for the £1,000 grant towards the Tower Repairs.

Vale First Responders

A letter of thanks has been received from the Treasurer of Vale First Responders for the £250 grant towards additional equipment.

Leaves on Pavements

The poor condition of pavements in the village has been raised with County Council’s Highways.  The pavements within the village had subsequently been cleared.

Domain Name

The Treasure confirm that Titan had been requested an invoice for nine years payment in respect of the domain name, kinoulton.com.

129. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE NO: 09/00034/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr.A.Richards

DEVELOPMENT: Single storey aside and rear extensions including sun-lounge and double garage.

LOCATION: Magnolia, 14 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant Permission.

130. CLERK TO THE COUNCIL _ APPROVAL OF CONTRACT TERMS.

The Council appoint Teresa Marcinek as Clerk to the Council upon the terms and conditions set out in attached contract of employment.  The Chairman be authorised to sign the contract on behalf of the Council.  Proposed Councillor Carline, seconded Councillor Cuthill.  All agreed.

131. JOINT USE AREA

Councillor Oxby reported that he had undertaken a visual inspected of the play area twice a week.  An issue has arisen regarding the rocking path item of equipment.  Mr Warden at Kinoulton School had removed the board as a part had broken.   Mr Warden had raised his concerns with Proludic but they had only advised on the cost of the part replacement.  The Clerk has written to Proludic as it was understood that the equipment had a 10 year guarantee.  A letter of response has been received from Proludic informing that the broken part arises from wear and tear in normal use and therefore  is not covered by the guaranteed.  The letter also clarified that the guarantee cover is as follows:

10 years – For any structural failure of sport or play products due to a material or manufacturing failure of:

· Metal components (except springs and moving parts)

· Panels (plywood/compact/polythene)

· Posts (timber or metal)

5 years – For structural failure of sports or play products due to material or manufacturing failure of:

· Springs.

· Plastic parts (except wear inserts and moving parts).

· Metal crimps and rope assemblies.

2 years – For any failure or manufacturing fault on component parts.

Councillors expressed concern that a part had failed after only approximately 18 months of use.   Previous problems had been experienced with the rocky path as the constant need to tighten the bolt was gradually pulling the bolt through the plywood.    Councillor Oxby had spoken to Mr Warden who had advised that on a recent inspection of the equipment by the County Council the inspector had raised that this was a common issue with this type of equipment and it is likely to require regular replacement.  Councillors expressed disappointment with Proludic as if this issue had been identified when the equipment was acquired the rocky path would not have selected.  

Agreed to ascertain the cost of the part from Proludic and to investigate the possible of altering the equipment to a fixed piece of equipment.  Councillor Kingsbury agreed to  speak to Mr Warden on this aspect.

132. VIMY RIDGE  

Councillor Gladstone advised that a site meeting had been arranged for 26th February with representatives of the Regiment, Councillor Evans, the Rev Fahie and himself.   

Councillor Oxby confirmed that British Waterways has been requested to forward the licence for the plaque and seat for signature by the Council and an e mail acknowledgement has been received.  It is anticipated the licence would commence on 1st January 2009.

Resolved that Councillor Gladstone and Councillor Kingsbury be authorised to sign the licence with British Waterways on behalf of the Council.  Proposed Councillor Oxby, seconded Councillor Carline.  All agreed

Councillor Cuthill advised that he had been in contact with the County Council and they had agreed to water the trees.

133. ST LUKES CHURCH REQUEST FOR GRANT FUNDING 

During the course of the restoration works to the Church Tower  it was identified that the roof felt beneath the tiles was rotten.  This required additional expenditure of £3,000 in excess of the original quote for the works as the works needed to be undertaken while the scaffolding was still in place.   The Parish Council was requested to consider whether it would consider an additional grant towards these costs.

There followed a length discussing by councillors with various views being expressed regarding whether the Parish Council should contribute towards general maintenance of a building or whether the Church was an exception to this a historic buildings.  Proposed by Councillor Oxby that the Council provides an additional grant of £300.  Seconded by Councillor Earle.  Approved on a majority decision with four councillors for the resolution, two against and one abstention.

134. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Councillor Gladstone advised that the following parties would be attending and giving advice at the Annual Parish Meeting.

· Sheila Hood Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Energy Efficiency Officer.

· Cheryl Woodruff on composting

· Councillor Cuthill on the investigations of using wind power for the School.

· Phil Angus on solar panels.

A shop current had an offer on energy saving light bulbs and it was agreed that the Parish Council would purchase 50 light bulbs for distribution at the meeting.  Also suggested may have a draw at the Meeting based on completing a free home energy report by the energy saving trust.

Councillor Oxby confirmed that the Village Hall had been booked for Tuesday 28th April.

135. AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor Oxby confirmed that the Clerk had written to Eastern Shires and was awaiting their response.

Concern was expressed that a  short paragraph had appeared in the Rushcliffe Report advising that affordable homes were to be built in the village when the Parish Council had very limited information on this issue from Eastern Shires.   Councillor Gladstone agreed to follow up the matter with Eastern Shires. 

136. VILLAGE SPRING CLEAN

The date set for the spring clean was 19th April meeting at the Village Hall on the 19th April.  Councillor Gladstone agreed to put a short article in the Newsletter.   Councillor Oxby agreed to follow-up with Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Streetwise Team the borrowing of  equipment and the disposal of the rubbish collected.

137. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Rushcliffe Community Partnership Calor Village/Neighbourhood of the Year – Councillor Gladstone to speak to a parishioner to determine whether she would be interested in leading any application.

(b) Beacon Partnership – Improving Accessibility Worksop 25/02/09 – No one wished to attend.

(c) Hickling Parish Council Canal Liaison Group Meeting – Councillor Gladstone and Councillor Oxby had agreed to attend.

(d) Rushcliffe Play Partnership 2nd Year Funding Allocation - Letter placed in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information. 

(e) NALC Training Course – The nature of the courses was read out to the meeting and the information was placed in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information.

138. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

Invoices – 

· Clerk’s expenses: Telephone rental £14.96 1st December 2008 to 6th February 2009, Stamps £3.42 20th January 2009 to 6th February 2009.  
· Clerk salary. Under the provisions of section 11 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 the right of the inspection of any document that contains personal information about a member of staff was agreed to be removed. Therefore, details of the Clerks salary appear as an Addendum to these minutes.
· Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils – Membership year commencing 1st April 2009, £51.82.
Agreed to defray the aforementioned expense.

139.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

None

140.   PARISH AFFAIRS
(a) Councillor Earle advised that some residents had raised the issue of allotments in the village.  NO landowners will to lease land for this purpose were known the councillors.  Councillor Earle agreed to put a short article in the newsletter raising the issue.

(b) Parishioners had expressed concern over the speed of some cars through the village once they had dropped children off at the School.  Further it was noted that a number of parents were parking on the yellow zig zag lines outside the School.  It was agreed that the matter would be raised with the local police officer.    

(c) It was raised that villagers were also crossing the A46 onto Station Road rather than using the roundabout.   Emphasised in the case get the registration, the date and time and pass the details to the police.

(d) Councillor Evans advised that the Village Quiz would be held on 31st March 2009.

(e) Councillor Oxby raised that a vote of thanks should be given to Mr Norman Evans, who had been out at 5.00 am salting Needham Hill in the recent period of snow.  All agreed. Councillor Evans agreed to pass the thanks to Norman.

(f) Councillors raised various issues relating  to the highway:

· Need for a salt bin towards the bottom of Needham Hill.

· Concern was expressed regarding the volume of water affecting the lower part of the hill, which had caused considerable problems when it froze.

· The 'give way' sign on Meadow Way had been hit by a vehicle.

· There was a very dark area around Street Light No2 on Main Street.

The Clerk to write a letter to the Highway Authority over these issues.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 17th March 2009. 

The meeting ended at 9.20 pm

ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 138

Clerk’s wages for the period from 1st January 2009 to the 6th February 2009

Salary                             £168.51

less tax                             £33.70

                                        ______

Net Pay                           £134.81
Clerk’s wages increase for the period from 1st July 2008 to the 6th February 2009

Salary                               £23.90

less tax                               £4.80

                                        ______

Net Pay                             £19.18
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