KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                 www.kinoulton.com

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

19th February 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

Present    J. Gladstone (Vice-Chairman) (who chaired the meeting)

                N.A.Oxby  (Treasurer)

Mrs.A.Earl 

T. Carline (arrived at  8.23)

A.Cuthill

R. Kingsbury

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors: Borough Councillor Keyworth

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Mrs Evans due to a prior commitment. County Councillor Cottee due to a prior commitment at another meeting.   Councillor Carline had sent his apologies as, due to a previous commitment, he was unlikely to arrive at the meeting until approximately 8.15 pm.

135. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

Councillor Kingsbury declared a personal interest in minute number 139/08 as he is a Governor of the Primary School. 

136. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 15th January 2008, as previously circulated, were taken as read and, with amendments, were signed by the Vice - Chairman as a true record. 

137. MATTERS ARISING

Local Housing Needs

A letter has been received from Eastern Shires Housing Association Limited, which, in part, explained why the sites previously put forward had been dropped. A number of other sites were identified in the letter which the Clerk understood from speaking to the Housing Association were unsuitable either on planning or highway grounds.  Councillors were unable to identify any additional suitable sites to those already put forward in Eastern Shires Housing Association’s letters.

Vimy Ridge

Councillor Cuthill reported that the remaining mature trees have been cut down and he showed the Parish Council a section of one of the trees as an example of the decay in the centre of the trees.   He advised that the County Council had looked into the issue of the planted trees and they were confident that the trees planted were Lombardy poplars. 

Countywide Magazine

The Clerk advised that Kinoulton’s website address had been placed in the Countywide.

Various matters in and around Kinoulton – roads drains etc.

A letter has been received from Nottinghamshire County Council advising they were investigating the drain issue outside the Church   

138. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

The Clerk informed the meeting that she was aware that one of the planning applications to be considered was submitted by a parishioner who had previously served as a parish councillor. In addition it related to a change of use from post office to residential use and that the Parish Council had objected to the closure of the post office branch which was located in the application site.  Given these circumstances, she had raised these issues with the Monitoring Officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council to establish whether parish councillors would need to declare an interest under the Local Authorities Code of Conduct. The Monitoring Officer had advised that, unless any parish councillor had a close personal association with the applicants, these circumstances were not sufficient to warrant a declaration of a personal interest by councillors.  However, one councillor owned land adjacent to the shop and the Monitoring Officer considered this was likely to amount to a prejudicial interest for the councillor in question. 

REFERENCE No: 08/00134/OHL

APPLICANT: Central Networks East

DEVELOPMENTS: Erect 11,000v overhead line on wooden poles

LOCATION: OS Field 0002 Kinoulton Lane.

DECISION: no objection 

COMMENT (if any); no comment

REFERENCE No: 08/00111/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr P. Thomas

DEVELOPMENTS: Conservatory to the rear.

LOCATION: The Old Chapel, The Old Methodist Chapel, 35 Main Street

DECISION:  No objection in principle.

COMMENT (if any): The proposed conservatory is located adjacent to the Old Chapel dating back to around 1830.  It is considered that the proposal fails to reflect the appearance of the Old Chapel and consideration should be given to a design and materials that are more in keeping with the nature of the existing building.

REFERENCE No: 08/00147/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr and Mrs P. Davis

DEVELOPMENTS: Change of Use from Post Office and shop to enlarge existing house

LOCATION: Kinoulton Post Office Hall Lane.

DECISION: Objection

COMMENT (if any): The village shop plays a vital economic and social role in the local community and is a valuable local service to the community.  It is the only shop in the village and provides a similar service to the neighbouring villages of Hickling and Owthorpe who have no shopping facilities.    If the shop closes, the nearest retail outlets providing a general grocery service would be at either Colston Bassett or Cropwell Bishop, but effectively these shops are only accessible by car.    The retail facilities at Keyworth or Cotgrave are accessible by bus to residents of the village but only on a very limited service.    Consequently, the Parish Council objects to the proposed change of use on the grounds that it is in breach of Policy SHOP4 of the Rushcliffe Borough Non Statutory Local Plan.  From the information provided in the application form to the Parish Council, the applicants have failed to demonstrate that it meets any of the three criteria in the policy, which would permit a change of use.  However, a material consideration in any decision by the local planning authority is the economic viability of the shop.    The shop offers a variety of retail services to the local community including groceries, the lottery, newspapers and the post office.   The post office element will be lost as a full time service as Post Office Ltd intends to replace it with an 11 hour a week Outreach Service, possibly based in the local church.   The loss of the post office element raises a question over the potential viability of the shop.  This can only be established by looking at the trends set out in the business accounts for the last three to five years to establish what income the post office contributes to the overall shop and whether the business is a realist going concern with the loss of this income?

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/02407/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr and Mrs Cox

DEVELOPMENTS: Erect single storey dwelling following demolition of existing stale and hay store

LOCATION: Kinross, Kinoulton Lane.

DECISION: Refuse outline planning permission.

139.  JOINT USE AREA

The Clerk reported that she had received a telephone call from the Parish Council’s solicitor advising that the joint use area agreement had still not been completed.  Agreed the Clerk should contact County Councillor Cottee to ask if he could intervene and press for the completion of the joint use agreement.

Councillor Oxby reported that he had inspected the joint use area twice a week since last meeting and the equipment and play area was in good order.   

(Councillor Carline entered the meeting at this point apologising for not being able to attend at the start of the meeting). 
140. COUNCILLOR’S INTERESTS

The Clerk reminded councillors that if any of their notified interests have changed since the election or any additional interests have arisen they should notify these changes to the Monitoring Officer.

141. VILLAGE APPRAISAL PROJECTS

Spring clean day 2008

The Clerk had spoken to Mr Ralderton of Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Streetwise team and he will provide two dozen litter pickers, 12 children’s litter pickers, Fluorescent jackets, gloves and bags. The kit will be delivered to the Chairman’s house on Friday 28th March 2008 and pick up it from the Clerks house on 31st March 2008.   Councillor Oxby confirmed that the Village Hall Committee had agreed the rubbish could be left for collection from the Village Hall.

The Clerk advised that people will need to be reminded that they should not attempt to collect any sharp materials particularly needles etc. If any needles were found, their position should be noted and notified to Rushcliffe Borough Council.

Councillor Gladstone agreed to produce posters regarding the Spring Clean.

Snow Drops

The Chairman had spoken to the Clerk regarding the planting of more snowdrops on the Village Green. She requested that additional snowdrop bulbs were purchased.  Proposed Councillor Gladstone that up to £80 is spent on snowdrops. Seconded Councillor Carline. All agreed.

Dog Bins

Rushcliffe B.C. had experienced problems with plastic bins being set on fire.  Therefore, they have changed to metal boxes, which are on order and should be installed shortly.

142. POST OFFICE CLOSURES

No further information has been received from the Post Office Ltd.  Councillor Oxby updated the meeting on the Outreach Service provision in relation to the Village Hall. In principal the Village Hall had no objection to the Outreach Service being located in the Village Hall provided the Post Office were flexible over open times so that it did not clash with the After School Club.   Unfortunately, Post Office Ltd had advised that they could not change the open hours previously identified.  As there were child safety issues at these times, the Village Hall could not accommodate the Post Office Outreach Service.  Councillor Kingsbury reported that the Church had been approached regarding an Outreach Service being located in the Church and this was still under discussion.

143. GRASSED AREA PINFOLD LANE

The Clerk confirmed that Council Cottee had been requested to advise on this matter. 

144. VILLAGE GREEN

Councillor Kingsbury advised that 2 tons of ballast, costing approximately £60.00 would be required, and a cost of approximately £35 plus VAT would be incurred to hire a borer for the weekend.  The total cost (assuming the work was undertaken by voluntary labour) would be around £550.  He suggested that it would be a good idea to obtain one post (circular 6” tannalised 1 metre long) to see how this would look on the Green. Councillor Gladstone agreed to collect a post. 

Councillor Cuthill recommended that the old postholes were used as far as possible to minimise any damage to the tree roots. 

The Clerk was requested to write to statutory services to ask where the cables, pipes etc run.

145. A46 CROSSROADS

Nottinghamshire Police had responded to the Parish Council’s letter.

146. ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AND ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The following provisional dates were proposed:

Annual Parish Meeting –  29th April 2008.  

Annual Parish Council Meeting - 20th May 2008

147. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Nottinghamshire County Council  – letter regarding Nottinghamshire’s Right of Way Improvement Plan enclosing a CD.  Placed in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope for information. 

(b) Nottinghamshire County Council – letter regarding validation of Planning Applications. Comments on the draft guidance to be received by 29th February 2008. Councillor Oxby outlined the idea behind this. Given the time restriction on the consultation it was agreed that if any councillor wished to raised issues they should forward those comments to the Clerk and she would respond to the consultation. 

(c) Gotham Parish Council – letter regarding a petition against the proposed Green Belt amendments in the Panel Report of the Draft East Midlands Regional Plan.  The Parish Council considered that it was a personal matter for each councillor and the petition was put in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope for councillors’ consideration.

(d) Audit Commission  – letter advising Clement Keys has been appointed as auditor. 

(e) Melton Borough Council – Letter regarding Melton Development Framework Core Strategy (Preferred Options) development plan document. Placed in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope for information and consideration. 

(f) Communities and Local Government – letter regarding consultation on orders and regulations relating to the conduct of local authority members in England. The Treasurer had e-mailed details to all councillors shortly after the last meeting to enable councillors to respond. 

(g) Rushcliffe Borough Council – Request to advertise industrial units on the Parish Council’s notice board.  After a discussion if was agreed that, given the limited space, the notice board was not appropriate for this purpose 

(h) Kinoulton Primary School – Request for a parish councillor to give a talk to a class on the role of the parish councillors.  Councillor Gladstone advised he was happy to speak to the children together with Councillor Evans.  Councillor Oxby advised he would be able to attend if Councillor Evans was not available.

148. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

None

149.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

None

150.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
(a) Councillor Oxby advised he had attended a biodiversity course run by DEFRA. The Parish Council, along with other local authorities is under a duty to consider biodiversity in its decisions. Agreed to pass the booklet obtained on the course around parish councillors.

(b) Councillor Carline raised whether anyone knew what the position was regarding the proposed gift shop on the wharf at Hickling.

(c) Councillor Gladstone agreed to report the sign on the Needham Hill, which has been knocked down.  

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 18th March 2008. 

The meeting ended at 9.07pm
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