KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

18th September 2007 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans  (Chairman)

                J. Gladstone (Vice-Chairman)

                N.A.Oxby  (Treasurer)

Mrs.A.Earl 

T.Carline    

A.Cuthill, (arrived at 7.42pm)

R.Kingsbury

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:   Mrs Julie Norman Chairman of Kinoulton School PTFA, and Mr  John Huckerby

APOLOGIES 

County Councillor Cottee.
71. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

Councillor Carline and Councillor Kingsbury declared a personal interest in minute number 75/07 as they are Governors of the Primary School.  

72. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 7th August 2007 as previously circulated were taken as read and with amendments were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

73. MATTERS ARISING

Grassed area of Pinfold Lane

The Clerk has received a letter from the Nottinghamshire County Council in response to her letter querying the number of cuts on the above area of grass.  Letter was read out in full.  The cutting schedule is for 9 cuts a year but this had been reduced due to the wet weather.    Councillors consider this is a prominent open area in the Village and requires cutting around 14 times a year.  Councillor Carline has spoken to an officer of the County Council who has suggested that there may be funds available from the County Council for the Parish Council to cut the grass.  Agreed to approach the Highway Authority to establish whether the Parish Council could arrange for the area to be cut with a financial contribution from the County Council.

A46

The comments of Mr John Huckerby in Parishioners Question time, regarding the amount of time that Councillor Gladstone had put into this matter were re-emphasised and the Council expressed thanks on behalf of parishioners for his and the Group’s work on the inquiry.

The Clerk had received a letter from Persona Associates concerning the A46 inquiry in respect of the resumption of the inquiry and submission of closing statements. Councillor Gladstone confirmed that he had attended the inquiry on 12th September and presented the closing statement on behalf of the Parish Council and Dualling Group.  A copy of the closing statement was to be circulated in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope and Councillor Gladstone will arrange for a copy to be put on the website.

Lights on the A46 – resident's complaint.

Councillor Oxby confirmed he had e-mailed the Highways Agency and passed on their response to the parishioner.   Councillor Oxby advised that the Highways Agency had informed him that the lights were inspected approximately every 28 days.

Councillor Evans reported that she had seen the police stopping a person on the A46 crossroads.  A number of Councillors had noted the number plates of cars illegally crossing the A46.  Councillors are to pass the information to the Clerk to enable the Clerk to forward the details to the police. 

Clerk’s Salary

The Treasurer advised that the Clerk’s salary was based on Local Government pay scales.  These scales are still subject to negotiations and therefore the matter cannot be determined until such time as the national pay formula has been agreed.

74. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE No: 07/01678/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr Pykett

DEVELOPMENTS: Install 3 dormer windows for front (west) elevation

LOCATION: The Sheiling, Fosse Way.

COMMENTS (if any): The design and appearance of the dormer windows is poor and out of scale to the property as a whole.

DECISION: No objection in principle but it was considered the design is poor and out of scale to the property.

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/01402/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr and Mrs Rathore

DEVELOPMENTS: Two storey rear extension; first floor side extension.

LOCATION: 1 Lindy Close, Kinoulton

DECISION: Grant permission.

REFERENCE No: 07/01320/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr.S.J. Hammond 

DEVELOPMENTS: Erect timber stables and construct manage.

LOCATION: Bishops Cottage 89 Main Street, Kinoulton.

DECISION: Grant permission subject to a number of conditions including that the stables can only be used in connection with the enjoyment of the associated dwelling and not for commercial purposes, and the storage and disposal of manure shall be agreed by the Borough Council before the stables are brought into use.

75. JOINT USE AREA
Councillor Gladstone confirmed that the equipment has been installed and several visits had been made by Proludic’s subcontractor to deal with issues in respect of the equipment and in particular the surface safety mat.  The play area had been opened for the use of the children from 10th September.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Gladstone for all his time and effort.

Councillor Cuthill has written an article for Newsletter, which was read out, to the Council.

(The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Mrs Julie Norman, the Chairman of the PTFA to discuss the matter of the opening ceremony.  After a lengthy discussion the meeting was reopened).

The Council provisionally agreed:

· The opening ceremony to be Friday, 12th October 2007.  Function to start 5.00pm, ceremony at 5.30pm. Invites to be sent out with these dates. 

· There would be a joint approach by Parish Council and PTFA to the School for use of school grounds. Julie Norman and Jon Gladstone to see the Headmaster, Mr John Savage.  

· Posters advertising the event to be prepared by Jon Gladstone. 

· Official  invites to be sent to County Councillor Cottee, Rushcliffe Borough Councillor Ken Keyworth, Mr John Huckerby,  Mr Paul Warden, former Parish Councillors involved with the replacement project,  Governors  of the Primary School, the Head Teacher, and Teachers at the School. 

· The Chairman suggested that the youngest and oldest child in School cut the ribbon. 

The Chairman raised the issue of equipment for toddlers and under fives. The currently installed equipment may be difficult for them to utilise.  Agreed to place an item on the agenda for October to discuss resources for teenagers and toddlers in the Village.

The Joint Use Agreement requires the Parish Council to erect suitable signage on the Joint Use Area.  Councillor Oxby has drafted a proposed wording for the sign and passed a copy to Councillor Gladstone for his comments.  They had met on site and the existing sign could be modified using the current posts.  A further sign will be necessary at the Village Hall entrance.  Agreed that Councillor Oxby and Councillor Gladstone will liase over the sign and Councillor Gladstone would obtain an indicative cost.   The Clerk stressed the wording of any signage would need to be agree with the School and County Council

The Clerk has contacted the Parish Council’s solicitor on three occasions and understood the County Council had still not returned a signed copy of the Agreement.  It was understood they were awaiting confirmation of the Plan to be included in the Agreement from Corporate Property.   Agreed to ask County Councillor Cottee if he could raise the matter with the County Council’s Legal Department.

Councillor Oxby advised that he was inspecting the play area twice a week as set out in the Agreement.    He had the following comments: 

· The tree near the entrance gate from village hall needs one of its braches cutting back due to its height being at eye level.   Councillor Cuthill, as a Tree Surgeon, agreed to look at the issue.

· Although the gate from the Village Hall had been in place for a considerable period of time, with no accidents, there is a potential finger trap.  Councillor Gladstone agreed to raise the matter with the Headmaster at his meeting on the Opening Ceremony.

· The new safety surface was undulating.  Councillor Oxby stressed that he did not have the necessary expertise to determine whether this was a problem or not.   Councillor Gladstone advised that the contractor has returned to site on a number of occasions and the undulating surface had not been identified as a problem.   Under these circumstances, he did not consider there was an issue over this matter.    

76. VILLAGE/PARISH PROJECTS

The Clerk has received a letter from the Nottinghamshire County Council Highways regarding the proposed location of the dog bins. They cannot see any problems as long as they are located away from properties, where residents may object, and they do not obstruct vision of the highway. The Clerk to write to Rushcliffe Borough Council regarding the installations of the bins.

Chairman and Clerk have looked on the website for wild daffodils bulbs.  However, their planting specification indicated they require moist ground and ideally need to planted under trees.  Under the circumstances, the Chairman suggested that garden-variety daffodils would be suitable for verge planting and proposed that bulbs should be purchased up to a value of £200.    Councillor Gladstone seconded the proposal.   Agreed by all.    

The Chairman raised the aspect of trees into the Village, which follows from the comments on the Village Appraisal.   If trees are to be planted then landowners will need to be approached and the question raised whether they would allow trees to be planted on their land and whether they would be willing to maintain them thereafter.   Agreed the Clerk to liase with Chairman on this matter and write letters to appropriate landowners.

Councillor Earl reported back on the Village Help Scheme for volunteer drivers for shopping, prescriptions, and hospital appointments.   Councillor Earl had liased with the parishioner who was already involved in the Village in this Scheme.    Posters have been drafted and will be displayed in the near future.

77. SPEEDING THROUGH THE VILLAGE

The Clerk was requested to write to the County Council to establish whether they would adopt a 20 mph limit by the School if the Parish Council funded the road signs. 

78. FILM “AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH”

The Clerk advised that the Rural Community Council had agreed to show the film on the 6th November 2007 at 6.30pm for 7.00pm. The RCC to provide refreshments. Posters and tickets have been printed by RCC.    However, it was felt by the Parish Council  that the poster failed to emphasis the film and Councillor Gladstone agreed to revise the posters.  Due to the start time Mrs Youngsen, on behalf  of the Cubs, has had very generously agreed that the Parish Council can have the Village Hall at that time.   The Post Office to be approached to establish whether they will distribute some of  the tickets.

The Chairman agreed to write a brief article for Newsletter. 

79. VIMY RIDGE TREES

Councillor Cuthill reported trees doing well with most people looking after trees. 

Mr Huckerby has raised concerns regarding the variety of trees planted with the Tree Officer at the County Council.   Councillor Cuthill, as a tree expert, agreed to look into the issue.

80. VILLAGE GREEN

Councillor Oxby advised that he had requested  a contractor to proceed with repairs/replacement of the three posts which are down or partially out the ground.

81. VILLAGE WALK

Councillor Oxby advised that he has spoken to the farmers whose land it was proposed to cross for access to the Spa Well and the old churchyard.  In principle they were happy to accommodate the request.  However, Councillor Oxby felt that it was not appropriate to walk across such land during the period of the Foot and Mouth outbreak.  All agreed and the proposed Village Walk was cancelled until next spring.   

82. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Black and Vetch Strategic Flood Risk Assessment – letter regarding appraisal of flood risk in the Parish.  Councillor Oxby understood that the Grimal off Owthorpe Lane had flooded in the past.  Councillor Earl advised that there has been flood at the bottom of Pinfold Lane.  The Clerk to respond accordingly.

(b) Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council, Training Opportunities - Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope.

(c) Vitalise letter requesting grant aid - To be circulated in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for consideration regarding personal donations. 

(d) NALC, letter re crash course on planning - Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope.

(e) Total Trees, letter from a tree surgeon setting out his services. 

(f) Rushcliffe Borough Council – letter regarding consultation on the revised draft of Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy. Eight weeks from 23 August 2007. Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for consideration and comments. 

(g) Association of Airport Related Parish Councils – letter regarding AGM to be held on 27th September 2007. Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for consideration.

(h) Rushcliffe Borough Council, letter regarding review of polling districts and polling places 2007 – The Schedule sets out no proposed alterations in the polling arrangements for Kinoulton and therefore agreed no representations were necessary.

(i) Hickling Pre-School – invitation to celebrate Hickling Pre-School 40th birthday, Saturday, 6th October 2007.

(j) SMP – letter regarding seminar for play and leisure provision for parish council.

(k) Rushcliffe Borough Council, consultation on the need for dog control orders - Questionnaire to be completed and returned by Clerk in consultation with Chairman.

(l) Rushcliffe Community Partnership, letter attaching a leaflet regarding new services available to Parish Councils - Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information.

(m) Nottinghamshire County Council, letter regarding Post Office Closures - As a response was required by 14th September 2007 the Clerk had sent by e-mailed attaching a copy of the Parish Council letter of the 12th October 2006 to the Government Minister together with the article on the Post Office in the Village Newsletter of August 2007.

(n) Standards Board for England, letter re date the code came into effect for the Parish Council-The Clerk has responded advising the Code was adopted on 15th May 2007.

83. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

(a) Clerks Salary - under the provisions of section 11 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 the right of the inspection of any document that contains personal information about a member of staff was agreed to be removed. Therefore, details of the Clerks salary appear as an Addendum to these minutes.
(b) Clerk’s expenses 21st March 2007 to 17th September 2007: Telephone rental £32.71, Telephone Calls £1.95, Stamps £8.54, Photocopying/Stationery £9.16.

(c) Allianz Cornhill £52.26 in respect of the additional insurance premium to cover the new play equipment from 28th August 2007 to 31st May 2008.

Agreed to defray the aforementioned expenses.

84.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

BBC Radio Nottingham, Groundswell - Councillor Cuthill proposed that the ending of Dare programme may be an appropriate subject for the programme and the Clerk was requested to respond accordingly.

85.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
(a) Councillor Earl advised that the disabled resident is to be given a key to the barrier at Hickling Basin.

(b) Councillor Carline advised that he understands there is no provision for the Council to take any action regarding the parishioner’s concern over the high gates/high hedge at corner Meadow Way and Lindy Close. 

(c) Councillor Cuthill raised concerns that the stile in the stable yard of the Old School House has been wired up so that walker’s dogs could not get through the stile.  Councillor Gladstone stated that the wire is there to keep the owner’s dogs in rather than an impediment to walkers.  Councillor Oxby advised that as far as he was aware, the only provision was that the footpath should be accessible for walkers via a stile, there is no require for accessibility for dogs.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, 16th October  2007

The meeting ended at 10.10 pm

ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 83

Clerk’s wages for the period from 1st January 2007 to the 31st March 2007

Salary                             £388.00

less tax                             £85.36

                                 ______

Net Pay                           £302.64
This note is for information only and does not form part of the minutes

Parishioners question time  

Mr John Huckerby having examined the trees recently planted at Vimy Ridge, expressed his concern re the species that have been planted.   He had spoken to Dave Simkin at the County Council who has assured him the trees were Lombardy Poplars but he still has doubts.  Councillor Cuthill agreed to look at the trees.  Mr Huckerby advise that he understood from Mr Simpkin that the remaining mature trees would have to be felled in stages, a bat survey has been carried out, and the County Council  hopes to see one of the interested parties in the next couple of weeks with respect to felling the mature trees and planting new ones.

Mr Huckerby confirmed that he had attended the Building Better Communities  awards held by the County Council.
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