KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                 www.kinoulton.com

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

16th  September 2008 at 7.30 p.m.

Present    J. Gladstone (Chairman)

                R Kingsbury (Vice-Chairman)

                N.A.Oxby  (Treasurer)

                Mrs E. Evans

A.Cuthill

T. Carline   

Mrs A. Earl

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:    4 visitors were in attendance.

APOLOGIES 

Borough Councillor Keyworth due to a meeting at Rushcliffe Borough Council.

61. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

· Councillor Carline and Councillor Kingsbury declared personal interests in minute number 65/08 as they are governors of the Primary School. 

· Councillor Cuthill declared a prejudicial interest in minute number 64/08 as he prepared the Arbocultural Report in connection with the application for planning permission for the erection of a dwelling on land adjacent Bridge House, Main Street.

· Councillor Cuthill declared a prejudicial interest in minute number 68/08 as he is Chairman of the Scout Group in Kinoulton.

· Councillor Carline and Councillor Kingsbury declared prejudicial interests in minute number 69/08 as they are a governors of the Primary School. 

· Councillor Kingsbury declared a prejudicial interest in minute number 70/08 as he is on the Parochial Church Council.

62. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 15th July 2008 as previously circulated were taken as read and, with amendments, were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

63. MATTERS ARISING

Roads in the village 

Dip in road opposite Peets Orchards – No response has been received. 

Village Green

The work to replace the posts has been completed. The Chairman thanked all those involved including Dan Wilmot and Mr John Owen for their work on the day.  Councillor Evans advised that Norman Evans will top dress the Village Green and raised what sums were left to pay for more bulbs to be planted on the Green and other areas in the village. The Treasurer agreed to check the sums available from the budget.  The cheque to Terratruck Ltd was returned, as the company had not charged for the equipment hire, as it had not been used.

Grassed Area on Pinfold Lane

The Clerk advised she had no response. 

Pinfold Lane Dog bin

Rushcliffe Borough Council had repositioned the bin to avoid any question of obstructing sight lines for vehicles coming out of Pinfold Lane.

Conservation Area in Kinoulton

A letter had been received from Rushcliffe Borough Council responding to the request.  The letter was put into the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope to enable councillors to read their response.  

Footpath 8 – Pinfold Lane to Vimy Ridge

Nottinghamshire County Council had responded advising that the owner of the land has been contacted regarding the need to improve the stile where paths 8 and 9 meet.

Ragwort – Kinoulton

Nottinghamshire County Council had responded stating that their Countywide Scheme Manager responsible for this type of work has been contacted and the ragwort should be removed this weekend (letter dated 7th August 2008).

AmScott, as agents for the Highways Agency, has replied advising that the area of ragwort on the A46 has been identified and hand pulling will take place in the next few days (letter dated 12th August 2008).

Highways Maintenance – Main Street Kinoulton

Nottinghamshire County Council have responded regarding the condition of Main Street.  While the condition of the road is far from perfect there are other areas in the County, which are significantly worse. The response advised that this resulted from a lengthy period of declining maintenance due to restricted budgets. Patching is used where resurfacing cannot be justified and this is the case on Main Street. The patching work carried out is, in the opinion of the area inspector, satisfactory and complies with the County Council’s current policy approach.

Footpath between Station Road between A46 and A606 

The Parish Council has received a copy of letter sent to Mr Colmer advising that the footpath was sprayed with weed killer last week (letter dated 3rd September 2008) which will take approximately 10 days to take affect.

64. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
REFERENCE NO: 08/01571/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr Ayto and Mrs Wright

DEVELOPMENT: Conservatory to rear

LOCATION: 2 Old Moat Court, Hall Lane.

DECISION:  No objection.

COMMENTS:  None.

Councillor Cuthill declared a prejudicial interest in the application for land adjacent to Bridge House.  He left the room and took no part in the discussion or the decision.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01464/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr  Webb.

DEVELOPMENT:Erect dwelling.

LOCATION: Land adjacent Bridge House, Main Street.

DECISION: Object (On a vote of  5 to 1).

COMMENTS: It was agreed the Clerk would submit a letter of objection, in consultation with the Chairman, objecting to the application on the grounds that the application is in breach of policies in the Rushcliffe B.C. Non-Statutory Replacement Local Plan and the Nottinghamshire and Nottingham Joint Structure Plan.  Particular reference was made to the impact on the character of the area, the visual impact, particularly from the canal, the lack of need for a house of this nature, the loss of trees and whether it is a sustainable location given the limited local facilities.  

The Clerk has been sent copies of a letter of objection and a letter expressing concerns over the proposals in the application from two parishioners.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01450/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr  Broadley.

DEVELOPMENT:Erect detached family cottage with basement (revised scheme).

LOCATION: Woodlands, The Fosse.

DECISION: No objection in principal subject to the comments set out below. 

COMMENTS: It is understood that Woodlands was originally constructed to serve an agricultural need in the Green Belt.  Policy EN14 of the Rushcliffe Borough Non-Statutory Replacement Plan, December 2006 allows for the alteration and limited extension or replacement of existing dwellings in the Green Belt.  However, the policy makes no reference to the size of the replacement allowed although Planning Policy Statement 2 provides that the replacement should not result in disproportionate additions over and above the size of the original building.   It is understood that a replacement dwelling, which increases the volume by up to 50% over the original size may be acceptable.    The Parish Council does not object in principle to the replacement of the dwelling as the existing bungalow has little character.   However, the Parish Council has the following concerns:

· Are the plans based on the original floor plan when the building was erected?   It is understood that planning permission has been granted in the past for an extension but it is not known whether the permission was implemented?

· Despite its description as a family cottage, the appearance from the plans is of a house rather than a small cottage reflecting local vernacular style.  Further the visual impact and impression given from the plans is that the increase in volume is more than 50%.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01651/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr  S Handcock.

DEVELOPMENT: Conservatory  to rear. 

LOCATION: 14 Brook Drive.

DECISION: No objection.

COMMENTS: None. 

The following applications were received during the month of July and August. Councillors were consulted  and no requests were received for a meeting to be convened to discuss any of the applications. 

REFERENCE NO: 08/01324/FUL.

APPLICANT: Metronet Rail.

DEVELOPMENT: Upgrading and electrification of the railway test track and related works .

LOCATION: Railway test track crossing Station Road Upper Broughton.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01414/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr Smith.

DEVELOPMENT: First floor front/side extension  (above existing garage). 

LOCATION: 9 Brook Drive.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01519/FUL.

APPLICANT: Miss Anna Hill.

DEVELOPMENT: Changes of use of garage to storage of hamper items and collation of hampers prior to delivery. 

LOCATION: Oulton Grange, Owthorpe Lane.

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE NO: 08/00889/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr and Mrs Mitchell.

DEVELOPMENT: Alteration of roof to rear to increase eaves height. 

LOCATION: The Old Bakehouse, 55 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant Permission.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01068/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr Owen.

DEVELOPMENT: Construct environmental pond. 

LOCATION: Maple Copse, Vimy Ridge.

DECISION: Grant Permission.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01125/FUL.

APPLICANT: J Pickering and D Riechert.

DEVELOPMENT: Single storey side and rear extensions; two storey side extension.  

LOCATION: Greendale 71 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant Permission.

REFERENCE NO: 08/01414/FUL.

APPLICANT: Mr Smith.

DEVELOPMENT: First floor/side extension (above existing garage).   

LOCATION: 9 Brook Drive.

DECISION: Grant Permission.

65. JOINT USE AREA

The Clerk has received an invoice for the solicitor’s fees in this matter. Charged fully the invoice should have amounted to £2,500.  However the solicitors are appreciative of the fact that the Council do not have vast resources and that the matter, for various reasons beyond the control of the Parish Council, took significantly longer than anticipated to complete.  Therefore, they have reduced their invoice to £1,250.

Councillor Oxby reported that:

· Wickstead Leisure has undertaken the annual inspection and risk assessment.  The inspector had not raised any major concerns and had advised that the minor damaged to three areas of the rope to the climbing frame is repairable with insulation tape but it needs to be monitored.  The Chairman had undertaken the works in question and the ropes have been turned. 

· He had undertaken visual inspections twice a week and apart from removing small amounts of litter no problems had been identified.

· The School has installed two benches on the Joint Use Play Area.

Councillor Oxby advised that he had responded to complaints from residents regarding the Joint Use Play Area being used after dusk on three occasions.  He had requested the teenagers playing on the grassed area to leave and explained the background to the agreement with the School for the use of the ground.   They had been no problems with the parties leaving the grounds and he had some sympathy with them as there are very limited facilities in the village for this age group. Councillor Carline advised he has also explained the same to some lads.  

66. VIMY RIDGE TREES AND PLAQUE 

The Clerk had spoken to Mr Tim Woodcock from British Waterways regarding the bench and plaque at Irish Jacks Bridge and had subsequently received a letter from British Waterways regarding the siting of the plaque and seat. British Waterways are happy to support the installation of the bench and memorial plaque subject to a formal licence for the installation, approval of the design and the receipt of a detailed method of installation. They usually allow only rustic benches (picture enclosed with their letter). However, in this case a more detailed design may be supported.  The timber will need to be FSC accredited and no narrowing or obstruction to the access point will be allowed. It was suggested that the County Council could install the bench at the same time as the plaque.     

Councillor Evans agreed to speak to the parishioner donating the bench and obtain a photograph of the proposed bench to be forwarded to British Waterways.  On receipt of this information the Clerk was requested to write to British Waterways enclosing a copy of the plaque and the benched proposed.

Councillor Oxby raised the matter of future maintenance.  The Council agreed that it would take responsibility for the maintenance of the bench.

Councillor Cuthill reported that he had received e-mails over the Sherwood Forester’s badge to be used as the current design reflects the Queen’s crown rather than the King’s crown (as it would have been in 1916).  However, he understood the plaque was already in production although he was not clear as to why there was such urgency on the part of the County Council. 

Councillor Oxby advised that he had received representations from a parishioner that the plaque should not include the names of the men who were killed in the battle as there was some doubt as to who the trees commemorated when they were originally planted in the 1920s.   However, no other representations of this nature had been received, and the Regiment representatives and the local British Legion branch were supportive of the plaque with the names.  Therefore, it was agreed to proceed with the names on the plaque. 

67. EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL PLAN – PROPOSED CHANGES

Councillor Oxby had circulated a report summarising the main points of the East Midlands Regional Plan Proposed Changes, copy attached to minutes.  Concern was expressed over the number of new houses in Rushcliffe, approximately 16,500.  However, it was felt that the Parish Council would not be able to influence this figure.

68. SCOUTS 

Councillor Cuthill declared a prejudicial interest in this matter.

The tyres to the Scouts trailer had been slashed at the Hickling Scarecrow weekend. Councillor Cuthill outline the background to the issue and what had happened thereafter.   After a discussion it came to light that the Scouts had covered the cost of the tyres.  Consequently, there was no requirement for the Parish Council to contribute towards the replacement cost of the tyres.

69. D.A.R.E  - REQUEST FOR GRANT AID

Councillors Carline and Councillor Kingsbury had both declared a prejudicial interest in this matter.

The Clerk had received an invoice from Pellacraft Limited via Kinoulton Primary School with a compliment slip attached asking if the Parish Council would pay for the cost of the t-shirts for the DARE scheme.  A subsequent letter had been received from Kinoulton Primary School regarding the D.A.R.E project-detailing changes in the way the course is now run (the School now have to pay for the course).  After a discussion it was agreed to pay for the t-shirts at a cost of £56.00 under S137 powers.  It was also agreed that the Parish Council would meet the costs of the tee shirts for future years.   The Clerk was requested to respond accordingly and ask the school for the approximate number taking part in D.A.R.E. next year to ascertain the number of tee shirts likely to be required for budgetary purposes.

70. PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL – REQUEST FOR GRANT AID IN RESPECT OF TREES IN THE CHURCHYARD

Councillor Kingsbury declared a prejudicial interest in this matter. He left the room and did not take part in the discussion or decision in respect of this matter.

The Chairman had received a letter from the Parochial Church Council regarding a tree in the churchyard which needs pollarding at a likely cost of £1,500. There was a discussion on the issue concerning the inspection of the trees in the churchyard and the on-going maintenance issue relating thereto.  It was emphasised that the Parish Council had agreed to a number of grant payments in recent years including the Church tower and the extension to the Church.   As the item was maintenance rather than an exceptional item it was not considered that the Council should be giving a grant for this purpose.  As the letter was written personally to Councillor Gladstone he agreed to respond directly to the writer of the letter.   

71. HICKLING, KINOULTON AND UPPER BROUGHTON YOUTH GROUP – REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Letter receive from Mark and Jane Fraser outlining the work of the youth group and requesting grant aid towards the hiring of the Hickling Village Hall for the group meetings. Further information had been provided by Mark and Jane Fraser detailing that each session costs £10 and 11 meetings were planned between September and Christmas.  As this was a relatively new group trying to get established it was agreed to pay a one off grant of  £110 to the group under section 137 powers.

72. GREEN ISSUES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk had received a telephone call from Mr Derek Gee of Keyworth and District Community Concern regarding the Keyworth Community Bus and access to shops.  This followed a call from Borough Councillor Sam Boot who had advised he had been contacted by a resident on Kinoulton Lane regarding access to shops. A report of the Clerk’s subsequent telephone call with Mr Gee was circularised (copy attached to minutes).  No parish councillors were aware of any residents raising a problem with access to shops. Councillor Oxby agreed to contact District Councillor Boot to request details of the resident(s) who had raised the matter as the local car-sharing scheme may provide a solution to their access problem. 

73. PARISH WALK

The Chairman reported that the route had been planned and permission of requisite owners had been granted for access over their land. Councillor Evans had the soup and sandwiches in hand and would be available to prepare and serve the food at the end of the walk. The Clerk had booked the Village Hall from 12.00 till 2.00.

Miss Vera Oxby will meet the walkers at 11.00am to take them through her trees and spinney.  Councillor Oxby agreed to liase with Mr Norman Evans over the route to the Spar Well and old churchyard.

74. AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Clerk had received a letter from Eastern Shires Housing Group stating that they had got no further regarding the acquisition of land for affordable housing.  Further to this the Clerk had received a telephone message from Marie Wilson from Eastern Shires Housing Group regarding exception sites. She would like to set up an open evening so that people can come along to see what criteria is required for these sites and what they are looking to do. They would like to see if people would express an interest in these homes.   The Parish Council was not clear what would be achieved by an open evening when acquiring suitable land was the issue.   The Clerk was requested to write to Eastern Shires suggesting that landowners should be asked if they would be interested in getting together to discuss the matter.   A suggestion was put forward that a large garden area off Pinfold Lane could be suitable for affordable houses.   The Clerk was requested to raise the site with Eastern Shires Housing.

75. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Nottinghamshire County Council  - application from them regarding Building Better Communities – closing date 31/10/08. Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(b) Rushcliffe Borough Council – letter re Licensing Act 2003. Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(c) Rushcliffe Borough Council notification of application to Parish Council’s and elected members regarding licensing application for liquor re sale of hampers at Oulton Grange. Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(d) The Sherwood Foresters Western Front Memorial Committee – letter from them regarding a request for grant aid in respect of a war memorial to be erected at Ypres in Belgium. However the Clerk and Treasurer have looked at the question of awarding grants of this nature. It appears that there may be no powers to allow a grant of such aid and clarification had been sought from NALC. Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.  Councillor Cuthill agreed to see whether an article on the matter could be put in the Newsletter.

(e) Rural Community Action – Leaflets regarding “Act on CO2” event on 2/10/2008 at County Hall. Aimed at Parish Council’s to look at their carbon footprint. Circulated to councillors in the Councillors Distribution Envelope.

(f) Rushcliffe B. – Play Partnership.  Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(g) Rushcliffe B.C. – Civic Reception.  Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(h) Nottinghamshire County Council – Registration Service proposals for modernisation.  Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(i) Rushcliffe B.C. – Ward Profiles.  Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(j) Mencap – Request for financial support. Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(k) Rushcliffe B.C. – Accounts Survey.  Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(l) Macmillian Cancer Support.  The Worlds Biggest Coffee Morning.  Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(m) CPRE – Valerie Gillespie Cup. Circulated to councillors in the Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

76. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

Prior to the meeting the Treasurer had forwarded an Audit Report to all councillors (copy attached to the minutes).   He advised that the Parish Council was selected as part of a 5% sample of local councils that each year are selected for an intermediate audit.  The information set out in the Report had been forwarded to the external auditor Clement Keys Chartered Accountants.     The external auditor’s certificate and opinion has been signed and dated 29th August 2008 advising that “in our opinion the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”.   No other matters were drawn to the attention of the Council.

The Treasurer advised that in accordance with the Financial Regulations he had paid the following invoices which were received after July’s meeting and he considered they could not wait the approximately four to six weeks to be paid at this meeting.  Therefore, in accordance with the Financial Regulations he was reporting the payments to the earliest subsequent meeting of the Parish Council:

· Kinoulton Village Hall. Hire meeting room £70.00.

· Keith Wadkin and Son. Maintenance Village Green half year £85.00 plus VAT.

· Dave Musson Fencing Ltd.  Post for the Village Green and materials £277.64 plus VAT.

· Wickstead Leisure Ltd.   Joint Use Play Area risk assessment and annual inspection £65.00 plus VAT

Invoices – 

· Freeth Cartwright LLP.  Legal costs Joint Use Play Area £1,250 plus VAT.

· Clement Keys Chartered Accountants.  Audit of Statutory Return year ending 31st March 2008.  £285.00 plus VAT.

· Jon Gladstone – Expenses incurred in relation to works to Village Green replacing posts £48.30.

· AT2.  Works to Village Green replacing posts £40.00.

· Clerk’s expenses black & colour cartridge for printer £29.98

Agreed to defray the aforementioned expense.

Clerk’ Salary - under the provisions of section 11 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 the right of the inspection of any document that contains personal information about a member of staff was agreed to be removed. Therefore, details of the Clerks salary appear as an Addendum to these minutes.
77.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

 None

78.   PARISH AFFAIRS  
(a) Councillor Carline raised concerns regarding the street light opposite Boswell Close.  The light was being obscured by a telegraph post creating a dark area.   The Clerk to raise the matter with the Highway Authority.

(b) Councillor Cuthill thought the green issues should be discussed further. Agreed to be put on the Agenda for the next meeting.   

(c) Councillor Gladstone reported on a government initiative whereby he and a number of other members of the local community had attended a meeting with the local police officer and the community support officer to determine what citizens of the village are concerned about.   Speeding of vehicles through the village was identified as the main issue.

(d) The Clerk had received a telephone call from John Huckerby regarding a disable parishioner and access to the canal towpath. The Clerk has spoken to Tom Woodcock of British Waterways and had asked if it were possible that access could be granted to the parishioner in order that he could use the towpath. Mr Woodcock advised  that it was a difficult balancing act to prevent motorbikes and allow access to disabled persons. It is something they are looking into. He will give this situation at Kinoulton consideration and get back to the Clerk.   It was understood from councillors that other people with limited mobility had been provided with a key to the gates.  Therefore, it was suggested that an application letter needs to be sent to British Waterways at Newark.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday,  21st  October 2008. 

The meeting ended at    10:20 pm

PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME

The four parishioners present expressed their views over the Bridge House planning application. 
ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 45

Clerk’s wages for the period from 1st July 2008 to the 30th September 2008

Salary                             £402.00

less tax                             £72.36

                                        ______

Net Pay                           £329.64
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