KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

20th March 2007 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans Chairman  

                J. Huckerby Vice Chairman 

                N.A.Oxby Treasurer. 

Mrs.A.Earl 

T.Carline (arrived at 7.50 pm)   

J. Gladstone

P.Davis

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:   

APOLOGIES 

Borough Councillor Keyworth due to illness. County Councillor Cottee due to illness

172.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

· Councillor Carline declared a personal interest in minute number 176/06 as he is a school governor.  

· Councillor Jon Gladstone and Councillor John Huckerby declared a personal interest in minute number 179/06 as they are members of the A46 Group.

173. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 20th February 2007, as previously circulated, were taken as read and, with amendments, signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

174. MATTERS ARISING

Bus time tables 

Councillor Earl confirmed she had placed copies of the bus timetable in the bus shelters and asked for the timetable to be put on the website.

Vimy Ridge

Councillor Huckerby advised that he would undertake a presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting on the Vimy Ridge Project with a view to establishing a “Friends of Vimy Ridge” group.

Councillor Oxby reported that a letter had been received from the regimental historian of the Sherwood Foresters. He gave a brief outline of the contents of the letter. 

Post Boxes

The post box on Kinoulton Lane is now operational.  However, the post box on Pinfold Lane has still not been repaired.  Councillor Davis reported that the Post Office may replace the whole post box rather than repair the missing door.

Sites for litter bins, dog bins and tree planting.

The Chairman requested councillors put forward their list of potential sites.  Agreed the Chairman and Clerk would undertake a feasibility appraisal of each site suggested.

Building Better Communities Event 

Letter received from Nottinghamshire County Council thanking the Parish Council for their nomination of Vimy Ridge for an award and acknowledging that Councillor Huckerby will be the Parish Council’s representative at the event.

Lottery Funding and the Olympic Games   

A response has been received from the Cabinet Office regarding the Parish Council’s concerns over lottery funding being diverted to the Olympic Games from projects in rural communities.  

Parking outside school and speeding through village

County Councillor Cottee had informed the Council that the Police will undertake a site inspection with regard to parking on the yellow zigzag lines.

175. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE No: 07/00426/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr  Harris.

DEVELOPMENTS; Erection of open-ended extension to side of agricultural building (retrospective application).

LOCATION: Wolds Farm, Kinoulton Lane.

COMMENTS (if any): Noted that this is yet another retrospective application and The Clerk was requested to make an observation to Rushcliffe Borough Council accordingly.

DECISION: No objection 

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/00126/VAR

APPLICANT: Mr Meek

DEVELOPMENTS: Remove condition 4 of planning permission 0/01366/FUL to permit use of clear glazed opening lights to ground floor window on southwestern elevation.

LOCATION: Newgale, 53 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant permission.

REFERENCE No: 07/00100/TPO

APPLICANT: Mrs Brailsford

DEVELOPMENTS: Remove epicormic growth from trunk and crown renovation.

LOCATION: Highfield, 30 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant consent.

176. JOINT USE AREA
The Parish Council’s solicitor had sent a letter, which was read out in full at the meeting, confirming that an agreement had been reached over the wording in the indemnity clause. She was awaiting an engrossed version from the County Council’s solicitor to ensure all the agreed amendments had been made.  The Parish Council’s solicitor reported in her letter that as far as possible she had agreed a licence, which was covered by the terms of the Parish Council’s insurance policy. However, the solicitor pointed out that there was no guarantee that the insurance company will pay out on the policy because they will always decide each case on its own merits.  All she could try to do was to amend the joint use agreement as far as possible in order to give the Parish Council the best protection possible.

A copy of the draft agreement together with amendments was enclosed with the letter.  The letter and draft agreement were put in the Councillors Distribution Envelope for information and consideration.

177. ACQUISITION OF LAND
Councillor Oxby, as Treasurer, reported that the Department of Communities and Local Government had granted borrowing approval but the consent ends on the 31st March 2007. He had spoken to the relevant person at Communities and Local Government and e-mailed the party in question.  He was assured another consent would be issued on the 1st April 2007 (lasting 6 months). The Treasurer had prior to the meeting circulated a financial breakdown of the implications and possible costs of borrowing £40,000 together with a number of issues that may be relevant to the purchase of the land.   The Council noted the report.   

The Clerk had spoken to Vivien Ives of Ives and Co who confirmed she would act for the Parish Council. Her fee are £350 plus VAT and disbursements. However, if she has to go to Melton Mowbray to look at the legal pack, an additional charge of £120.00 per hour would be incurred.  The Clerk emphasised that the Parish Council needed the solicitor to advise on:

· The title,

· The implication of the single payment scheme which appears to be on Lot 1 and how this will be dealt with, and 

· The implication of the Farm Business Tenancy.

The Chairman had spoken to the Planning Section at Rushcliffe Borough Council who did not have an objection in principle to the change of use to a recreation ground.  However, they had recommended that the Parish Council raises the matter with the County’s Highways Section as there may be highway issues, the County archaeologist and the Environment Agency regarding the drainage of the land. 

The Clerk had spoken to Martin Green of Notts County Council concerning the highway position. He was not happy regarding the lack of pavement up to the field in question and expressed concern regarding the narrow width of the road in relation to the use and proposed construction of a car park.  Given the description of the site he thought it was likely the Highway Authority would object to any application to change the use to a recreation ground. The Clerk requested the Highway Authority undertake a site visit.  The Clerk had spoke to Rushcliffe Planning Section regarding the initial reaction of the Highways Authority.   Rushcliffe planners confirmed that in considering planning applications they rarely went against the Highways Authority’s recommendation.  Agreed that the Parish Council would seek a site meeting with a representative of the Highways Section to try and resolve any issues.

The Clerk advised that Midlands Rural Housing had responded to the Parish Council’s letter advising them of the landowners of the land they had identified in their letter.   

178. SPRING CLEAN

The Chairman reported that the day had been  very successful and she thanked everyone who had helped. The volunteers, had cleaned various road signs, planted snowdrops on the village green, and collected approximately forty bags of rubbish. Rushcliffe Streetwise Team had been extremely helpful and the Treasurer proposed that a letter of thanks be sent to Bob Ralderton and the Streetwise Team at Rushcliffe Borough Council.  All agreed.

A number of people had stated they would be willing to continue to collect litter during the year and therefore it would be beneficial for the Parish Council to have 3 litter pickers.  The Clerk was requested to write to Streetwise to determine whether they could supply the pickers or advise on where they could be acquired.

The Treasurer advised that he had sent an e-mail to Carolla Jones at the Rural Community Council setting out the list of projects resulting from the village appraisal and the current position on those projects.

179. A46

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from the Highways Agency enclosing a notice of an intention to hold a pre-inquiry meeting and stating that any new submission regarding alternate routes or new routes should be submitted by the 23rd March 2007.

Councillor Gladstone reported that the submission of case had been prepared.  However, they were awaiting the Statement of Case from the Highways Agency before responding. Agreed that the Clerk should sign a joint letter and the Statement of Case to be sent to Highways Agency. 

180. WEBSITE

Councillor Huckerby reported that the website managers are undertaking development work on the website.  Councillor Oxby commented that the councillor’s portrait sketches should not be included on the website until after the election on 3rd May as this may be regarded as giving parish councillors unfair publicity compared to other candidates.

181. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING.
The Clerk advised that, after consultation with the Chairman, the Village Hall had been booked for the Annual Parish Meeting on the 24th April 2007 and the Annual Parish Council Meeting had been booked for the 15th May 2007.  The Chairman will arrange for various speakers at the Annual Parish Meeting.

182. INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Clerk has spoken to Mike Elliott Society of the Society of Local Council Clerks and he had suggested a party who may be willing to act in this matter.  The Clerk was requested to contact the party in question.  

The Treasurer had contacted NALC  and they had forwarded a list of potential internal auditors. 

183. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Rushcliffe Borough Council – Letter regarding consultation on future priorities.
(b) Nottinghamshire County Council – Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan on a cd.  Councillor Earl agreed to look at the plan and to liase with the Clerk on any response.  

(c) Rushcliffe Borough Council –Letter regarding parish elections. Read out at meeting.

(d) NALC – Information regarding model contract of employment – revisions. Circulated in Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(e) Department for Constitutional Affairs – Letter on memorial safety. The Clerk to write and inform them the Parish Council is not responsible for any cemeteries or churchyard.

(f) Nottinghamshire Police  – request for grant of £82.95 for the D.A.R.E project at Kinoulton School. Proposed by Jon Gladstone, seconded by Tim Carline that a grant of £82.95 should be given to D.A.R.E. All agreed.  The letter also advised that D.A.R.E. would no longer operate in future years as the Police will no longer fund the project and thanked the Parish Council for its support for  D.A.R.E.

(g) Rushcliffe Borough Council  – Cabinet report regarding the financial strategy summary 2006/2007.  Placed in  Councillor’s Distribution Envelope.

(h) Leicestershire and Rutland Playing Fields Association – Pamphlet regarding playgrounds inspections course 11th June 2007 and 25th June 2007.  The Clerk was asked to hold the information until after election.  

184. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

(a) Visav – re website  - Invoice no 15927.  Dated 1st March 2007 in respect of rental March 2007 totalling £23.49 including VAT.

(b) Clerks Salary - under the provisions of section 11 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 the right of the inspection of any document that contains personal information about a member of staff was agreed to be removed. Therefore, details of the Clerks salary appear as an Addendum to these minutes.
(c) Clerk’s expenses. Telephone rental £12.42. Telephone Calls 0.85p. Stamps £5.87. Total £19.14

(d) Food expenses for volunteers Spring Clean day.  Mrs.E.Evans £26.85.  Mrs.C.Lloyd £9.71. 

Agreed to defray these expenses.

185.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS 

(a) Information on playgrounds passed to Councillor Carline.

(b) Notice on scooters to be put on notice board.

186.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

(a) Community Speed Watch checks will be undertaken in the near future.

(b) Raised whether additional daffodils and narcissi should be planted around the village.

(c) Time capsule – suggested appraisal and the results of village appraisal be placed in the time capsule in the Village Hall. Matter to be raised with the Village Hall Committee.

(d) Councillor Huckerby raised that the swing on the joint use area which was taken down should be returned to the Parish Council.  The Clerk to write a letter to Head Teacher asking for the return of the swing.

(e) Oak tree on village green - Councillor Huckerby referred to the Inspection Report and the leaves getting smaller.  Councillor Earl to speak to a parishioner who is an arboriculturist.

(f) Councillor Huckerby advised he has repaired a broken chain on the Village Green.

(g) Councillor Gladstone advised that a number of pot holes on Meadow Way had been repaired.

(h) Councillor Gladstone  - advised the S.I.D would be at the School on 7th June for the children to look at.  Its function is to teach the implication of excessive speed.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 17th April 2007

The meeting ended at  9.48  pm

   ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 184

Clerk’s wages for the period from 1st January 2007 to the 31st March 2007

Salary                             £388.00

less tax                             £85.36

                                 ______

Net Pay                           £302.64
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