KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                 www.kinoulton.com

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

18th March 2008 at 7.30pm

Present    Mrs E. A. Evans (Chairman)

                J. Gladstone (Vice-Chairman)

                N.A.Oxby  (Treasurer)

Mrs.A.Earl 

A.Cuthill

R. Kingsbury

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:   Borough Councillor Keyworth 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Carline who was on holiday.  County Councillor Cottee due to a prior commitment at another meeting.

135. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

Councillor Kingsbury declared a personal interest in minute number 140/08 as he is a Governor of the Primary School. Councillor Cuthill declared a prejudicial interest in minute 138/08 reference 08/00321/TPO. 

136. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 19th February 2008 as previously circulated were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

The Chairman thanked the Vice Chairman for taking last months meeting.

137. MATTERS ARISING

Highways

The dip opposite the church has been repaired and various works undertaken to the roads and pavements.

School Visit

The Chairman and Vice Chairman confirmed they had visited the Primary School to give a presentation on the role of parish councillors. 

Highways drain and ditch at Pinfold Lane

Nottinghamshire County Council had responded to advise an inspection had been undertaken and the highways drain was clear.  However, the ditch requires work and the County Council are seeking to establish ownership to serve the necessary notices for the work to be undertaken.

Various works to the highway

· Sunken manhole covers - It was understood that the County Council had taken this matter up with Severn Trent Water Ltd. 

· Hedge outside 87 Main Street - The property owner has been requested to cut back the hedge. 

· Footpaths - The damage to the footpaths has been reported to County Council Operations.  However, the letter advised that the works could only be undertaken when budgets permit.

· Sunken Gullies - These have been inspected and they are not in an ideal condition but the County Council does not have the budget to currently carry out any works. The condition has been noted and the gullies are on the list of outstanding works to be undertaken when a new budget allocation is received.

138. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
REFERENCE No: 08/00355/FUL

APPLICANT: Mrs V. Cowper.

DEVELOPMENTS: Single storey office extension.

LOCATION: 66 Main Street.

DECISION:  No objection 

COMMENT (if any): The Parish Council is fully supportive of employment opportunities in rural communities and it is considered that the design is sympathetic and in keeping with the existing building. However, the Parish Council is aware that a resident of a neighbouring property has concerns over the parking aspect to the rear of his property that needs to be taken into consideration. 

REFERENCE No: 08/00126/FUL

APPLICANT: Mrs V. Cowper

DEVELOPMENTS: Temporary siting of portable office cabins for 6 months

LOCATION: 66 Main Street.

DECISION:  No objection

COMMENT (if any):

Councillor Cuthill declared a prejudicial interest in the planning application at The Old Vicarage and he left the room and did not take part in the discussion or the decision.

REFERENCE No: 08/00321/TPO

APPLICANT: Andrew O’Neill

DEVELOPMENTS: Reduce crown of horse chestnut tree, remove dead branches of elm tree.

LOCATION: The Old Vicarage, 39 Main Street.

DECISION:  

COMMENT (if any): The Parish Council considers this was a technical matter that could only be resolved by the District Council's tree expert.

REFERENCE No: 08/00111/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr P. Thomas

DEVELOPMENTS: Conservatory to the rear – revised plan.

LOCATION: The Old Chapel, 35 Main Street.

The application for the Old Chapel had been considered at the last meeting of the Parish Council where concerns had been raised over the external appearance of the conservatory.  The application had been subject to a revised plan and the short response period was insufficient to call a Parish Council Meeting.  Councillors had been advised of the revised plan and invited to make comments individually if they still had concerns.  It was understood that councillors had made no individual comments as the revised plans were considered to be a significant improvement in the design of the conservatory.   

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 08/00134/OHL

APPLICANT: Central Networks East Plc

DEVELOPMENTS: Erect 11,000 volt overhead line on wooden poles 

LOCATION: Kinoulton Lane.

DECISION: No request for public enquiry to be held pursuant to paragraph 2 of schedule 8 of the Electricity Act 1989

REFERENCE No: 08/00111/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr P. Thomas

DEVELOPMENTS: Conservatory to rear   

LOCATION: The Old Chapel, The Old Methodist Chapel, 35 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant Permission.

139.  VIMY RIDGE 

Councillor Cuthill advised that the remaining mature trees had been felled and, after walking the bridleway with Mr. John Huckerby, 60 new trees will need to be planted. (43 new trees plus 17 trees need to be replaced).

Councillor Cuthill informed the meeting that the County Council had suggested that a plaque be placed at Vimy Ridge setting out all the names of the men killed in the battle of Battle of the Somme that the trees commemorate. Councillor Oxby advised that there may be some difficulty in this as, having researched the matter, it was unclear what names should be included in such a memorial and for what period.   The Chairman suggested that a rededication service should be undertaken.  After a discussion, it was agreed, in principle, that a new sign should be erected after liasing with the British Legion, the Sherwood Foresters regiment and the landowners.  

Councillor Cuthill agreed to respond to the County Council over the plaque.    The Clerk was requested to write to the British Legion and the Sherwood Foresters Regiment to outline the proposals and request comments.

140. JOINT USE AREA

The Clerk reported that she had received a telephone call from the Parish Council’s solicitor advising the County Council were in a position to complete the joint use agreement.  As the original cheque had expired a new cheque has been forwarded to the solicitor.   In terms of the commencement date, the Treasurer had spoken to both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and ideally it was considered that the agreement should commence on 1st April 2008.   The fall back date was 1st September 2007 when the new equipment was installed. 

A letter has been received from Kinoulton Primary School regarding the provision of a trim trail and raising the issue of whether the Parish Council could provide additional equipment for pre-school age children.  The Clerk was requested to write to Head Teacher asking where trim trail is going to be located as there were potential insurance and access issues. 

The Chairman had received a letter from parishioner asking for a letter of support from Parish Council regarding the relocating of Hickling Pre-School from Hickling Village Hall to Kinoulton Primary School site.  Agreed the Clerk should in liason with the Chairman write a letter of support to Hickling Pre-School for the move to Kinoulton Primary School site. 

Equipment - Councillor Oxby reported that he had undertaken visual inspections twice a week of the Joint Use Area.  He noted there is another slight chip to the plastic surface of the Curvy Path.

141. VILLAGE APPRAISAL PROJECTS

Spring clean day 2008

The delivery and collection of the equipment from Streetwise at Rushcliffe B.C. has been arranged.  The Chairman agreed to put on food at the Village Hall.

Dog Bins

The Dog Bins have been installed at the agreed locations with the exception of Hickling Lane. The Clerk had been contacted by the gentleman installing the bin and didn’t think the bin was in the right place as there may be issues about people crossing the road from the pavement.   After a discussion the parish councillors considered that the position identified was not an issue and The Clerk was asked to write to Rushcliffe Borough Council requesting the bin was installed.

142. POST OFFICE CLOSURES
The Clerk advised she had received a booklet from the Post Office including the decision for the Kinoulton branch to close and its replacement with an Outreach Service.  The Post Office proposed that the Outreach Service would operate from St Luke’s Church at the following hours: Tuesday 14.00- 17.30, Wednesday 09.00- 13.00, and Thursday 14.00 -17.30.   It was understood this still had to be agreed with the Church.

Councillor Gladstone has spoken to the current postmaster and he still has no information on when the Post Office will close. 

143. GRASSED AREA PINFOLD LANE

A letter has been received from County Councillor Cottee enclosing information from the County Council’s Highways Section.   The letter outlined that Highways would like to help out with the request for extra cuts but their budget will not permit more than 6 cuts per year.  They had contacted Rushcliffe Borough Council to see if they could assist by treating the land as an amenity area and cut it on a more regular basis.   The Clerk was requested to contact Rushcliffe B.C. regarding the issue.

144. VILLAGE GREEN

The Clerk has written to statutory utilities for information on the location of any services.  The only exception was Severn Trent Water who had advised over the telephone that they required a fee of £35.25 for any plans showing were services are located. Agreed not to make a request of Severn Trent for, as far as any one was aware, no adopted sewers ran beneath the Village Green. 

145. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Chairman has organised speakers.  It was agreed that the Chairman would provide the food, Councillor Oxby to organise wine, Councillor Gladstone to organise the posters. 

Agreed the minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting for April 2007 should be put on the website.

146. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Rushcliffe Barn Owl Project – letter updating progress on the Owl Boxes in the Parish and requesting further support.  Proposed by Councillor Oxby, Seconded Councillor Gladstone that £50 towards the Owl Boxes in the Parish is provided.  All agreed.

(b) Rushcliffe Borough Council – letter regarding a recycling event on 10 April 2008 10.30 at the Civic Centre    

147. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

(a) Clerks Salary - under the provisions of section 11 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 the right of the inspection of any document that contains personal information about a member of staff was agreed to be removed. Therefore, details of the Clerks salary appear as an Addendum to these minutes.
(b) Clerk’s expenses 17th September 2007to 18th March 2008: Telephone rental £33.35, Telephone Calls £2.46, Stamps £14.95.

(c) T.Flint works to village Green £66.20.

(d) Titan Website Hosting from 6th April 2008 £100.00 plus VAT.

Agreed to defray the aforementioned expenses.

The Treasurer distributed a Receipts and Payment Account setting out budget against actual to councillors for information.

148.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

Councillor Gladstone requested that a link to events in Rushcliffe should be put on the Village’s website.  

149.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
(a) Councillor Kingsbury – Advised that the post van went across A46 on Saturday morning. 12.15 15th March 2008. The Clerk was requested to write to Post Office Limited.

(b) Questions were raised on the works to the A46, new signage and the holes dug. The Clerk was requested to take the matter up with the Highways Agency if they had not been resolved in the next couple of weeks. 

(c) A parishioner had raised with Councillor Earl the possibility of allotments in the village.  She had responded advising the problem is acquiring land for recreation purposes. 

(d) The Chairman thanked everyone who had undertaken the planting of the daffodils.

(e) Village show – The Chairman raised whether the Parish Council could produce a board for the Show. 

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, 15th April 2008. 

The meeting ended at   9.15 pm

ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 147

Clerk’s wages for the period from 1st January 2008 to the 31st March 2008

Salary                             £388.00

less tax                             £85.36

                                 ______

Net Pay                           £302.64
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