KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                 www.kinoulton.com

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

16th October 2007 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans  (Chairman)

                J. Gladstone (Vice-Chairman)

                N.A.Oxby  (Treasurer)

Mrs.A.Earl 

T.Carline   (arrived at 8.28)

A.Cuthill, 

R.Kingsbury

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:   County Councillor Cottee (arrived 8.15) and four residents

APOLOGIES 

Borough Councillor Ken Keyworth sent his apologises for not attending the meeting and the opening ceremony of the Joint Use Play Area due to ill health.
86. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

Councillor Carline and Councillor Kingbury declared a personal interest in minute number 91/07 as they are Governors of the Primary School.  

87. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 18th September 2007, as previously circulated, were taken as read and with amendments signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

88. MATTERS ARISING

Grassed area of Pinfold Lane

The Clerk advised that a letter had been sent to the County Council but she had received no response to date.  Residents had expressed concerns to various councillors over the length of the grass.

Lights on the A46 – resident’s complaint.

Councillor Oxby confirmed the Highways Agency had informed him they were to contact the resident who had raised the matter. He also advised that he understood the Highways Agency inspect every 28 days. Councillor Kingsbury agreed to identify, as far as possible, the registration numbers of the light columns that were not working and pass the information onto the Clerk.

Speeding through the village

The Chairman had received an e-mail from a parishioner regarding speeding traffic through the village.  The Clerk was requested to respond advising the resident of the steps the Parish Council had taken so far and proposing that the letter in question is published in the Newsletter to emphasis the problem of speeding traffic in the Village.

Councillor Cottee reported that three areas are being piloted for 20mph scheme outside schools.  The County Council will review the position at the end of the pilot schemes.

Village Green

Councillor Gladstone reported that the third party has not come up with a design due to their current commitments.  Councillor Carline agreed to follow up the contractor requested to replace the posts.   A discussion ensued regarding the current design.  Councillor Kingsbury volunteered to look at the matter with the assistance of Councillor Carline in February 2008.

Grantham Canal

British Waterways had written advising there had been leakage problems which had been repaired.  This had caused low water level on the canal. The letter advised that weed cutting will take place on the canal in November 2007.

Dare

No response has been received from BBC Radio Nottingham regarding DARE.

89. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE No: 07/01499/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr  and Mrs Robinson.

DEVELOPMENTS: Single storey rear extension.

LOCATION: Bron Ancres 110 Main Street.

COMMENTS (if any): 

DECISION: No objection.

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/01678/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr Pykett.

DEVELOPMENTS: Install 3 dormer windows for front (west) elevation.

LOCATION: The Sheiling, Fosse Way.

DECISION: Grant permission.

90. POST OFFICE CLOSURES

The Parish Council has placed posters notifying parishioners of the closure asking for a letter writing campaign. However, it would appear that some parishioners are still unaware of the proposals. 

Councillor Oxby and the Clerk had jointly researched and drafted a letter of response to the Post Office consultation, which had been circulated to councillors.   Agreed in principle that the letter would form the basis of the Parish Council’s response.  The letter emphasised that the Parish Council is strongly opposed to the closure of the Kinoulton Post Office branch given that:

· The branch operates profitably.

· The post office at Kinoulton serves a far wider area than the village of Kinoulton.   This area includes the neighbouring villages of Owthorpe, Hickling and Upper Broughton who do not have any shop or post office services. 

· The shop is the hub of the village where people meet and obtain advice.    As the only shop in the village, the closure of the Post Office and thereby the likely closure of the shop will have a serious impact on village life. 

· There are business opportunities for Post Office Ltd in keeping the Post Office open in its key targeted area of banking and financial services.

· Future trends are likely to mean that the provisions of local services are likely to become more important.

The letter also requested that Post Office Ltd hold an open meeting in the village to discuss their proposals.

Councillors were requested to submit any minor revision to the letter to the Clerk by Sunday 21st October.  A copy letter to be sent to Postwatch.

Agreed that a flyer would be delivered around to all households in the Parish requesting parishioners to respond to the consultation.  Councillors would contact neighbouring villages to see how they are responding to the proposals and, if necessary, flyers could be sent around these villages.

Agreed letters would be sent to the following: Rushcliffe Borough Council, Nottinghamshire County Council, Rt.Hon. Kenneth Clark M.P., CPRE, local organisations and the School requesting their support.  A letter to be sent to the National Women’s Institute with copy of the Parish Council’s submission.  Letters to Secretary of State for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform and to the Secretary of State Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs expressing the Parish Council’s concern over the proposed closure.

91. JOINT USE AREA
The opening ceremony had taken place on 12th October. Unfortunately, there had been an accident involving the new play equipment shortly before the opening ceremony where a boy had broken his arm falling from the timber bridge.  Councillor Carline advised that he had subsequently gone around to see the family both as a friend and Parish Councillor.     Councillor Oxby confirmed:

· Proludic, an international company, had installed the equipment and both the equipment and surface meets the European and British standards for play equipment and play surfaces. 

· Inspections of the play area had been undertaken twice a week in accordance with the Joint Use Agreement.

· That all appropriate procedures have been followed after the accident including contacting the RIDDOR Incident Contact Centre.  The Centre had informed Councillor Oxby that the accident was not reportable under RIDDOR.   

As a result of the inspections the following had been noted in relation to the play area:

· One rope had come loose on the climbing frame.  The matter had been immediately reported to Proludic who had replace the nuts in question with locking nuts.  They had also checked that the nuts on the rope bridge were locking nuts.

· Although the metal gate with the Village Hall has been in place for a considerable time without any problems there is a potential finger trap.  The matter was reported to the School who have put up a post to prevent the gate trapping fingers.

· The tree branches at eye level by the entrance gate have been removed.

· The Clerk had noted children using the equipment inappropriately during School hours and telephoned the School to request the Head Teacher raise the issue with the children, emphasing that it should be used properly.

Signage - (Councillor Gladstone declared a prejudicial interest in this matter as he is a relative of the sign provider and did not take part in the decision).

Councillor Gladstone and Councillor Oxby had drafted the wording for the play area sign required under the terms of the Joint Use Agreement.  Councillor Gladstone had raised the wording with  John Savage, the Head Teacher, who was happy for the sign to proceed as per the propose wording and design.   Signs would be provided at the Village Hall entrance and to the front of the School (replacing the existing sign).

A quote to provide the signs had been provided by A.R.Signs Ltd in the sum of £804.88 inclusive of VAT.  It was considered that the signs should be erected as soon as possible and consequently, the Chairman proposed that the quote is accepted. Seconded Councillor Earl. All agreed.  

The Clerk was requested to write to the County Council regarding the signage agreed with the Head Teacher.

It was understood from one of the councillors that the Head Teacher was interested in expanding the range of equipment on the Play Area.  It was stressed that before any additions were made to the play area the Parish Council need to be consulted in terms of ownership of any proposed equipment, meeting safety provisions and the potential insurance of the equipment.

Councillor Oxby raised that although the equipment was installed by an international company to all the relevant safety standards, good practice suggests that a risk assessment should be undertaken.  The Clerk was requested to ascertain whether the School had undertaken a risk assessment on the equipment through the County Council.

Joint Use Agreement - The Clerk had received a telephone call from Katie Brown, the Parish Council’s solicitor, who has been contacted by the County Council’s Legal Section to advise they were in a position to complete the Agreement.  The Clerk had apprised Katie Brown of the accident and requested the Parish Council determine whether the Agreement should be completed at this time.   It was considered there were no grounds for not completing the Agreement, and the resolution dated 15th May 2007 was still effective.  Therefore, the solicitor should proceed with completing the Agreement.

Thanks were expressed to County Councillor Cottee for his help in resolving the issue of the plan with the County Council’s Legal Department.

92. VILLAGE/PARISH PROJECTS

Bulbs

The Chairman has received the bulbs and has been dividing them into smaller bags for distribution. 

Dogs Bins

The Chairman and Clerk had looked through the sites and did not think they adversely affected any household. Therefore no letters had been sent to neighbouring households. However, the position of the bin on Hall Lane has been changed after discussions with the owner of land off Hall Lane.  This meant writing to the County Council again over the new position of the bin before writing to Rushcliffe Borough Council. 

Volunteers List for Transport Volunteers 

Councillor Earl had put up posters in the bus shelters and the post office regarding the issue and an article had been put in the Newsletter and on the website.

93. KINOULTON CRICKET CLUB REQUEST FOR GRANT FUNDING

The Clerk had received a letter from the Cricket Club requesting grant aid for the development of the facilities at the ground. An extension was proposed to incorporate a girl's changing room, cellar and a new garage for machinery. Supporting information included details of the clubs activities, the use of the pavilion and ground, development plans and the planning application were included with the letter.

Agreed that the information should be distributed amongst the councillors before a decision was made at the next meeting.

94. FILM “AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH”

Posters had been displayed, however, it was difficult to estimate the likely attendance. 

95. ANNUAL RETURN

The External Auditor had signed the Annual Return.

96. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Rushcliffe Borough Council - letter regarding increasing awareness of housing and council tax benefit..  The Clerk  and Chairman to write to Rushcliffe with names and addresses of any suitable parties.

(b) Nottinghamshire County Council – Letter regarding the future of care for the elderly in Nottinghamshire. Letter and enclosures placed in Councillor’s Distribution Envelope for comments.  

(c) Nottinghamshire County NHS Trust – Request for the display of posters.  Agreed to display on the Parish Council’s notice board.

(d) Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council – Letter from the RCC regarding their AGM on 31st October . 

(e) County Councillor Cottee raised the potential disposal of leisure centre in Rushcliffe. 

(f) Kinoulton Primary School - Collection of letters from pupils in Class 3 and Class 4 expressing their thanks for the new play equipment. Placed in Councillors Distribution Envelope. 

97. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

(1) Hacker Young -  Invoice for annual audit dated 24th September 2007 in the sum of  £120.00 plus VAT of £21.00. Total £141.00.

(2) Proludic – invoice for new play equipment dated  12/09/07 in the sum of £20,500.00 plus VAT of3,587.50.  Total £24,087.50.

(3) Renewal of subscription for Parish Council’s membership to the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) for period Oct 2007 to Oct 2008. Minimum subscription is £27.

Agreed to defray the aforementioned expenses.

98.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

-

99.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
(a) Councillor Oxby –Concerns had been expressed by a resident over parking on Pinfold Lane.    Councillor Oxby agreed to follow this up. 

(b) Councillor Evans has had complaints re excessive noise from shooting on land adjacent to the village. Agreed that Councillor Evans would advise the parties in question to contact the Environmental Health Section at Rushcliffe B.C.

(c) The Clerk advised the BBC grant application had been completed and County Councillor Cottee has supported the application.

(d) County Councillor Cottee advised that he was seeking to ensure that the old trees at Vimy Ridge are felled and new ones planted before grant funding ran out.

(e) County Councillor Cottee requested whether he could be supplied with a copy of the Newsletter.   Councillor Oxby advised that he delivered to Kinoulton Lane and usually had a spare copy left.  In future he will forward him a copy.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, 16th November   2007

The meeting ended at 9.55pm

This note is for information only and does not form part of the minutes

Parishioners question time  

A lengthy discussion was had on the closure of the Post Office.
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