KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

                                                                 www.kinoulton.com

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

15th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans  (Chairman)

                J. Gladstone (Vice-Chairman)

                N.A.Oxby  (Treasurer)

Mrs.A.Earl 

T. Carline 

A. Cuthill

R. Kingsbury

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:   None. 

APOLOGIES 

Borough Councillor Keyworth 

122. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

Councillor Carline & Councillor Kingsbury declared personal interests in minute number 127/08 as they are Governors of the Primary School 

123. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 20th November 2007 and the 12th December 2007, as previously circulated, were taken as read and, with amendments, signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

124. MATTERS ARISING

Local Housing Needs

The Clerk was requested to follow-up on the letter from Midlands Rural Housing to determine why the two sites have been dropped and why the site on Hickling Lane is being taken forward?

Vimy Ridge

Councillor Cuthill had spoken to Dave Simkin at the County Council regarding the nature of the Lombardy Poplars.  He understood that 

· Mr Simkin will be meeting with a poplar expert shortly where the matter would be raised.  

· The County Council is still in discussions with the owner of Maple Copse regarding the felling of the remaining mature trees onto his land.

Speedwatch

Councillor Gladstone had received a letter from a parishioner regarding speeding on Owthorpe Lane.  Councillor Gladstone had explained what action the Parish Council had taken to try and resolve this issue.  He had encouraged the parishioner to write to both the County Council and the Police on the matter.  The parishioner suggested a video camera is left on record in the window of her property from around 6.00 am in the morning when the problems began.   Councillor Gladstone indicated that Speedwatch would be active again once the days got lighter.

Village Green

Councillor Kingsbury advised that he had priced tanalised posts, approximately 1 metre long, at approximately £15.00 per post.  30 posts are currently around the Green.   A machine will need to be hired to dig out the holes, and posts will need to be set in concrete.   Councillor Kingsbury agreed to obtain prices for these items.

Dog bins

The Clerk confirmed that Rushcliffe Borough Council had been requested to proceed with the installation of the dog bins.
Countrywide magazine

The Clerk confirmed that the County Council has been requested to include the Parish Council’s web address in the magazine.

Various matters in and around Kinoulton – roads drains etc.

A letter from County Councillor John Cottee confirmed that he had looked at various highway issues in Kinoulton with an officer from the Highways Department.  The Highways Department will get back to him in the New Year with the actions proposed to resolve the issues. 

Kinoulton Cricket Club Grant Aid

A letter of thanks had been received from the Cricket Club.

Flood areas within the village

A letter had been received from Black and Veatch thanking the Parish Council for its response.
125. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

There were none

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/01852/FUL REFERENCE No: 07/01852/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr D. Seymour

DEVELOPMENTS: Conservatory to rear

LOCATION: 1 Boswell Close.

DECISION: Grant permission.

REFERENCE No: 07/02221/FUL

APPLICANT: Andrew O’Neill

DEVELOPMENTS: Erect House

LOCATION: The Old Vicarage, 39 Main Street.

DECISION: Grant permission.

A letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council advised that the planning appeal against the agricultural condition at Woodlands, Fosse Way had been withdrawn.

126.  BUDGET/PRECEPT

Councillor Oxby, as Treasurer, had e-mailed background information on the budget to all councillors, a copy of which is attached to the minutes.  He outlined the Council’s current financial position, past expenditure, anticipated running costs/commitments and various scenarios to raise the funds to meet those obligations.  Essentially there were three issues to consider:

· What level of reserves should be adopted to replace the play equipment?  

· What, if any, additional expenditure would arise over the year?

· Would income to meet the anticipated expenditure and reserves be raised from the precept, interest, reserves or a combination of these sources?

Regarding the play equipment, the Treasurer advised that the scenarios were based on the total cost of replacement after a period of 15 years.  It was considered by the Council that reserving £1,698.55 annually was too high, as financial support from other sources may be available when the equipment needs to be replaced. Consequently, the reserves should continue to reflect the approximate sums set aside in previous years.   Councillors considered that additional costs to those identified in the information circulated could arise in that an application for grant funding may be received over the year and works may be required to the Village Green.  However, it was considered that any costs of this nature should be met out of general reserves rather than charged to the precept.

After a discussion it was proposed by Councillor Oxby and Seconded by Councillor Gladstone that the precept for the financial year 2008/2009 should be £7,000.

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his work on the precept/budget.

127. JOINT USE AREA.

Councillor Gladstone advised that the Joint Use Area signs have been amended to reflect the correct colours on the plan.  

The Chairman had received a telephone call from the Health and Safety Executive regarding the play area. The Chairman and Treasurer had discussed the matter and requested the Clerk to respond advising that Proludic Ltd was an international, award winning, company manufacturing play equipment which complied with EU standards.  Copies of the inspection reports set out below were forwarded with the letter.  

The Clerk had telephoned the Parish Council’s solicitor to determine whether the joint use agreement had been completed.  To date the solicitor had not responded.

Councillor Oxby advised that he had received the following:
· A Certified Inspection Report from Wicksteed Leisure for the Joint Use Play Area.  The report identifies that the equipment and surface is in a satisfactory condition.  It makes a number of comments regarding the basketball nets, litterbins and locking the vehicle entrance gate. 

· A Risk Assessment from Wicksteed Leisure in respect of the joint use play area.  The Risk Assessment required details to be completed for weekly inspections, three monthly inspections and annual inspections. Councillor Oxby advised that he had identified 'any parish councillor' to undertake the weekly inspection.   Councillor Oxby to undertake the more substantial three monthly inspections and an appointed playground inspector to undertake the annual inspection. The Parish Council confirmed they concurred with this arrangement.

· An inspection report from Proludic relating to the equipment and surface.  The covering letter states that the site “as a whole appears to be in excellent condition”.

Copies of the reports have been passed to the Head Teacher at the Primary School and copies have been put in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for councillor’s information.

Councillor Oxby advised that he had undertaken a three monthly inspection on 31st December 2007.  The following was noted on the inspection:

· A yellow connector on the arched net had a 2/3mm gap between the two halves.  Following the advice of Proludic, a clamp was used to bring the two halves back together.  This has resolved the problem.

· The basketball netting is still in place.  Mr Warden had agreed to remove the netting and Councillor Oxby had raised the matter with him again.

· There are some small areas of bare ground beneath the safety matting that will require reseeding with grass in the spring.

· The fence around the football field is in a poor condition.  However, this was not regarded as a health and safety issue at this time but it was reported to Mr Warden.

Councillor Oxby had written to Proludic raising that as plastic caps cover all nuts on the equipment it is impossible to ascertain their condition and whether they need tightening.   Councillor Oxby had subsequently spoken to Mr Tonks, After Sales, at Proludic, and he advised that if a cap is removed it would need to be replaced.  Under these circumstances, Mr Tonks advised that it is a matter of testing the bolt and identifying whether there is any movement or sound, which indicates a possible problem.  If this was the case the cap should be removed to undertake further investigation.  It was understood that new caps cost 44p each or a pack of 100 is £20.44 (excluding VAT).  Councillor Oxby proposed that the Parish Council acquire 20 caps from Proludic.  Seconded by Councillor Gladstone. All agreed.

128. VILLAGE/PARISH PROJECTS

Spring clean day 2008

Agreed to hold a ‘Spring Clean’ on 30th March 2008 10.30 to 1.00pm.  The Clerk was requested to check with Rushcliffe regarding bags, pickers, coats and collection of the full bags.

129. POST OFFICE CLOSURES

The Clerk advised she had received a letter from Post Office responding to the Parish Council’s letter enclosing the article and photograph in the Evening Post.  The Post Office’s response simply confirmed the consultation was closed.

The Chairman advised she had received a letter from the Sub Post Master regarding the closure of the Post Office to which she had responded.  The Clerk advised that she had received a copy of the letter in question.   The Clerk warned that a personal letter had seemed to be used in a publication when the same was not meant for public consumption. It was something that councillors need to take into account when responding to consultations.

Councillor Gladstone advised that he had attended a seminar at EMDA regarding what steps can be taken to provide a service if a local shop or post office closes.

130. GRASSED AREA PINFOLD LANE

The Clerk had telephone the County Council to try and take this matter forward.    

The Clerk advised the Parish Council of the rate per square metre that it cost the County Council to cut the grass.  The equivalent sum would be passed onto the Parish Council if they were to arrange for the grass to be cut.   This equated to a very low sum per cut.  The Parish Council would also be required to complete a substantial form covering such matters as the contractor who would be undertaking the works, public liability insurance cover, and health and safety issues.   Under these circumstances, it was considered that it was not viable for the Parish Council to take on the cutting of the grass with its limited resources.  Councillor Oxby expressed his opinion that the grass cutting should be undertaken by the Highway Authority and it should be cut a sufficient number of times to reflect that it is a prominent area of open space and not simply a grass verge.  Under the circumstances, it was considered that the support of the county councillor should be obtained to try and secure more frequent cuts for this area.   The Clerk was requested to contact County Councillor Cottee to apprase him of the situation.

131. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Association of Airport Related Parish Council – enclosure minutes and two letters placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information. 

(b) County Councillor John Cottee – Councillor Cottee had forwarded a letter from the County Council’s Senior Road Safety Officer regarding signage outside of the School.  The letter identified that, ideally, the signage outside School needs to be replaced and relocated. The work has been put into next year’s schemes  (assumed to be 2008/2009 financial year). 

(c) Rushcliffe Borough Council – letter regarding increasing awareness of housing and council tax benefit and a request the Parish Council identify local groups who have contact with hard-to-reach members of the community. 

(d) Rushcliffe CVS  – letter regarding the appointment of a Community Outreach Advisor. 

(e) Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council – letter of thanks for the showing the film “An Inconvenient Truth” with an offer of further assistance on issues relating to climate change. 

(f) Government Office for the East Midlands – letter regarding the publication of the draft East Midlands Plan Panel Report. Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information. 

(g) Rushcliffe Borough Council – letter enclosing a copy of a presentation on parish council liaison and details of a proposed parish forum. Enclosures and letter to be circulated in the Councillors Distribution Envelope for consideration and response.

(h) Grange Game Farm – The Clerk, at the Chairman’s request, had written to the organiser of the shoot on land to the west of the village, after a number of complaints had been received from residents regarding mud being brought onto the road at West End and Kinoulton Lane.  A response had been received apologising and advising they would make an effort to minimise vehicles travelling through the village to negate this problem.  Agreed the Chairman and the Clerk should monitor the situation and, if necessary, take further action as considered appropriate. 

132. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

(a) Keith Wadkins & Son.  Invoice 2nd payment of Village Green maintenance  £85.00 plus £14.87 VAT.  

(b) A.R.Signs – Supply and erect two signs for the Joint Use Play Area £804.88

(c) Kinoulton Village Hall- Invoice hire room August 2007 to January 2008 inclusive £62.00
(d) Clerks Salary- under the provisions of section 11 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 the right of the inspection of any document that contains personal information about a member of staff was agreed to be removed. Therefore, details of the Clerks salary appear as an Addendum to these minutes.
133.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS

 None

134.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
a) Footpath – Councillor Earl advised there is a broken stile on the footpath off Pinfold Lane but she did not know the landowner.  Councillor Oxby agreed to try and determine who owned the field and come back to her.

b)    Councillor Cuthill asked for information on when the next Parish Council’s election was due to be held – The Clerk advised the next election would be in three years time.

c) Councillor Cuthill raised the possible purchase of the land off Owthorpe Lane as a recreation ground. Councillor Oxby outlined the past history relating to the Parish Council’s interest in the land and the basic statutory procedure for obtaining borrowing approval.

d) Councillor Kingsbury expressed his concern that a fatal accident is likely to occur at the A46/Kinoulton Lane junction due to the number of vehicles illegally crossing over the A46.  The Clerk advised that she had recently written to Bingham Police Station and was awaiting a response.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, 19th February 2008  

The meeting ended at 10.01pm

ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 132

Clerk’s wages for the period from 1st October 2007 to the 31st December 2008, including back pay for the

period 1st July 2007 to 30th September 2007 to reflect the agreed pay increase.

Salary                             £416.00

less tax                             £91.24

                                 ______

Net Pay                           £324.76
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