KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

15th May 2007 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans  

                N.A.Oxby  

J.Gladstone

Mrs.A.Earl 

T.Carline    

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:     Mr John Huckerby,  Mr Robert Kingsbury, Mr David Smith, Mrs  Jill Smith, Mrs Angela ???? Borough Councillor Ken Keyworth,  County Councillor John Cottee (arrived 8.45pm)

APOLOGIES 

None 

19. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Councillors Neil Oxby, Jon Gladstone, Mrs Elizabeth Evans, Mrs Anne Earl and Timothy Carline signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

20. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Chairman – Councillor Elizabeth Evans. Proposed by Councillor Carline. Seconded by Councillor  Earl            All agreed. Councillor Elizabeth Evans accepted the office of Chairman and signed the Chairman’s declaration of office.

Vice-Chairman -  Councillor Jon Gladstone.  Proposed by Councillor Evans. Seconded by Councillor  Carline. All agreed.  Councillor Gladstone accepted the office of Vice-Chairman.

Treasurer and Responsible Financial Officer -   Councillor  Neil Oxby.  Proposed by Councillor     Gladstone.  Seconded by Councillor   Carline.  All agreed.   Councillor Oxby accepted the office of Treasurer and Responsible Financial Officer.

21.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

· Councillor Carline declared a personal interest in minute number 27/07 as he is a school governor.  

· Councillor Jon Gladstone declared a personal interest in minute number 30/07 as he is a member of the A46 Group.

· Councillor Oxby declared a personal interest in minute number 26/07 as he is a member of the cricket club.

· Councillor Oxby declared a prejudicial interest in minute 34/07as he is a member of the village hall committee.

22. CO-OPTION TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

The recent election had returned five people as councillors to the Parish Council in an uncontested election, councillors Elizabeth Evans, Anne Earl, Neil Oxby, Jon Gladstone and Timothy Carline. Therefore, it was necessary for the Parish Council to co-opt two other parishioners onto the Council.    Four parishioners, Mr Alistair Cuthill, Mr David Smith, Mr Robert Kingsbury and Mr Andrew Childs, had expressed an interest in being co-opted onto the Council.  After taking advice from the Elections and Corporate Information Manager at Rushcliffe Borough Council, the Clerk had distributed proposed procedures for determining who is co-opted by a ballot of parish councillors.  Proposed by Councillor Oxby and seconded by Councillor Evans that the procedures were adopted to determine this matter.  All agreed.   Mr Alistair Cuthill and Mr Robert Kingsbury obtained the highest number of votes in the ballot.  Proposed by Councillor Gladstone, seconded by Councillor Carline that Mr Alistair Cuthill and Mr Robert Kingsbury are co-opted to the Parish Council. All agreed.

Mr Cuthill and Mr Kingsbury signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

23. ADOPTION OF THE MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT 2007

The Clerk, prior to the meeting had distributed copies of the new Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils with background information from the Standards Board.  She had also written to the four parishioners interested in being co-opted, regarding this matter to inform them where the Model Code of Conduct could be viewed on the web.

The Clerk had received a letter from the Standards Board of England regarding the adoption of the code. Their advice was that Paragraph 12(2) is not mandatory and to include the paragraph would necessitate the Parish Council having standing orders in place to govern how the public are allowed to speak at meetings.   After a discussion regarding the Model Code of Conduct, Councillor Oxby proposed that the Model Code of Conduct for Parish Council, excluding paragraph 12(2), be adopted by Kinoulton Parish Council as its Code of Conduct forthwith.  Seconded by Councillor Gladstone.  All agreed.

The Monitoring Officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council had forwarded a new financial interest questionnaire which reflected the provisions of the new Code of Conduct.  The Clerk distributed one of these to each the councillor. The financial interest questionnaire should be returned to the Monitoring Officer by the 4th June 2007, however he would prefer that they be returned to the Clerk and thereafter the Clerk return them to him in one batch. Therefore, councillors were requested to return the financial questionnaire to the Clerk by no later than 22nd May 2007. 

The adoption of the Code of Conduct is required by statute to be advertised in a local newspaper. The Monitoring Officer informed the Clerk that he might be able to advertise the adoption of the Code on behalf of the parish councils who had adopted the Code. Proposed by Councillor Oxby, seconded by Councillor Evans that either the Model Code of Conduct be advertised in a local paper and that the Clerk be authorised to expend any monies necessary for this to be carried out or, alternatively, the Parish Council take advantage of any advertising the Borough Council puts in place and to pay a contribution towards that advert if necessary. All agreed.

24. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 17th April 2007  as previously circulated were taken as read and with amendments signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

25. MATTERS ARISING

Vimy Ridge

John Huckerby had in Parishioners Question Time passed over his file on Vimy Ridge to the Clerk and up dated the Parish Council on the current situation. The watering of Vimy Ridge trees was discussed. Councillor Cuthill advised that mulching would be appropriate and removing the weeds.  He will liase with John Huckerby regarding the trees and any works which need to be undertaken. 

Annual Parish Meeting

Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

Speeding through the village

Councillor Gladstone reported that the speedwatch group had the equipment for 10 days and undertook 5 sessions with it.  In some instances vehicles had been recorded as travelling at up to 47 mph within 30 mph speed limit.   When they have the equipment again it is intended to undertake checks at night to reflect complaints received from parishioners of speeding between 10.00 pm and 11.00 pm. The Chairman thanked Councillor Gladstone and his volunteers for their work.

A discussion was held regarding speeding in the village.  The Clerk was requested to write to the County Council raising the issues of interactive speed signs and a 20 mph speed limit outside the school.   Councillor Gladstone agreed to forward information to the Clerk from the speedwatch observations to enable her to write a letter.  Councillor  Kingsbury advised that he will get a statement from the school regarding their backing for 20 mph outside school.

CPRE 

Councillor Earl had attended the AGM of the CPRE and she gave a brief report of it.

Village Green 

Turkey Oak –Councillor Cuthill had looked at the tree and the leaves are small but they had only just come out. He agreed to monitor the situation.

Lottery Funding and the Olympics

The Clerk had received a letter from Department for Culture Media and Sport regarding the Olympics and lottery funding. This was placed in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information.

26. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE No: 07/00782/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr  and Mrs Rathore.

DEVELOPMENTS:  Two-storey rear extension first floor side extension.

LOCATION: 1 Lindy Close,  Kinoulton.

COMMENTS (if any):  none 

DECISION: The Parish Council has no comment to make. 

Councillor Oxby declared a personal interest in the following application, as he is a life member of the Cricket Club and abstained from voting in this matter.  Councillor Evans declared a personal interest as her son has drawn up the plans and she abstained from taking part in the vote.

REFERENCE No: 07/00682/FUL

APPLICANT: Kinoulton Cricket Club.

DEVELOPMENTS:  Single storey extension to the cricket pavilion.

LOCATION: Kinoulton Cricket club, Hickling Road,  Kinoulton.

COMMENTS (if any):  None

DECISION: no objection

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/00512/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr  Tanner

DEVELOPMENTS: Single storey rear extension to form conservatory.

LOCATION: Peppercorn Cottage, 137 Main Street,   Kinoulton

DECISION: Grant permission.

27. JOINT USE AREA
The Clerk had distributed prior to the meeting  the following:

· the latest copy of the Joint Use Agreement indicating that clause 3.8 would be amended by a section of wording being placed in a separate clause, 

· a copy of the solicitors letter dated the 30th April 2007 regarding the Agreement

The Clerk had received a copy of the joint use agreement which had been amended together with a letter form the Parish Council’s solicitor dated the 8th May 200, however the contents of this were the same as the solicitor’s letter of the 30th April 2007 and the letter of the 8th May 2007 had therefore not been distributed.

After a discussion regarding the Joint Use Agreement it was resolved as follows.

(1) Resolved that the Parish Council sign the Agreement and agree that the same may be completed and that the licence fee payable under the Joint Use Agreement be paid in accordance with the Agreement. Proposed Councillor Gladstone, seconded Councillor Earl. All agreed.

(2) Resolved that the Chairman and Vice Chairman are authorised to sign the Joint Use Agreement on behalf of the Parish Council. Proposed Councillor Carline, seconded by Councillor Kingsbury.  All agreed.

(3) Resolved that the Treasurer be authorised to pay the licence fee payable under the provisions of the Joint Use Agreement to Kinoulton Primary School. Proposed Councillor Evans, seconded by Councillor Earl. All agreed.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman in the presence of Clerk signed the Agreement at the meeting. The Clerk will return the Agreement to the Parish Council’s solicitor.

Councillor Gladstone went through his and Councillor Carline research regarding different types of equipment, the removal of existing surface and the old equipment.  They will contact suppliers and request quotes.  The Clerk had spoken to Head Teacher who had been advised by contractors who he had requested visit the Joint use Area that the slide and tubular frame will also need to be replaced.  Councillor Gladstone advised that he will liase with the Head Teacher regarding the equipment and inform him that the Agreement has been signed by the Parish Council.

County Councillor Cottee suggested that the VAT position should be investigated as he was aware that some Parish Councils have had difficulty with reclaiming large sums of VAT. 

Signage – The Clerk was requested to write a letter to the County Council regarding produce a sign.

The Clerk had received a large number of letters from class 4 of Kinoulton Primary School. These consisted of a series of complaints in the same wording regarding the Joint Use Area and the lack of equipment including sketches of children crying.  The Parish Council was disappointed to receive such letters and it was not considered to be helpful in resolving this issue.  However, it was understood that the letters were sent when the Head Teacher had been off ill.   It was agreed that the Clerk should write a letter acknowledging receipt of the letters and advising that progress was being made in resolving the matter.

28. APPROVAL OF ANNUAL RETURN AND STATEMENT OF ASSURNACE

Copies of the completed Sections 1 and Section 2 of the Annual Return had been distributed prior to the meeting.  Resolved that “the Council approve Section 2 of the Annual Return, the Statement of Assurance”. Proposed Councillor Oxby, seconded Councillor Gladstone.  All agreed.

29. PARISH PROJECTS

The Clerk had received the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope with the list of Councillors’ comments regarding the position of litterbins, dog litterbins, seats and trees.   It was agreed that the Clerk and Councillor Evans should write to

(a) the owners of the land and where relevant the appropriate authority to ascertain the land owners would agree to the items being placed on their land and 

(b) to the relevant authority regarding the placement and cost of such and in the case of dog litter bins the case of emptying them.

It was agreed that a copy of the Village Appraisal should be sent to the archivists. Councillor Gladstone to assemble the records to be sent to the archivists.

30. A46

The Clerk had received two letters from the Highways Agency and a brochure of Objectors’ Alternative Proposals.  Comments on the alternative proposals can be sent by 22nd June 2007.  Agreed there was no necessity to comment as the Parish Council’s view will be set out the Statement of Case.

Councillor Gladstone pointed out the following:

· KN03 now shows a demolition of a barn to enable the slight realignment of the overbridge.

· KN13 introduced as a cyclist’s over bridge going west.

Councillor Gladstone confirmed he would be attending the pre-inquiry meeting on the 16th May 2007 on behalf of the Parish Council. 

31. WEBSITE

The website was now up and running. The Treasurer confirmed he had sent a letter to terminate the original host supplier contract.  Agreed the co-option procedure adopted by the Parish Council should be placed on web site.   

32. KINOULTON VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE – ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE  
The Parish Council was requested to appoint a representative to the Village Hall Management Committee, as P. Davis had not stood for re-election. Councillor Evans agreed to act as the Parish Council’s representative on the Committee. Proposed Councillor Oxby, seconded by Councillor Carline.  All agreed.

33. O.S. DATA AGREEMENT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL

The Parish Council had been sent an Agreement relating to the provision of OS data information from the County Council. This matter had been previously discussed but the Clerk had received further information.  The Clerk advised that as she understood the position the County Council will not send any information on an OS plan without the Agreement being signed by the Parish Council.  This would impact on information from the Rights of Way Section.  

Resolved that the Parish Council enter into the OS Agreement, proposed Councillor Gladstone, seconded by Councillor Earl. All agreed. Resolved that the Chairman and Vice Chairman be authorised to sign on the Parish Council’s behalf, proposed Councillor Carline and seconded by Councillor Cuthill.  All agreed.

34. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Rural Community Council – Letter regarding the Annual General Meeting and nomination of executive committee members.
(b) Kinoulton Village Hall Committee - Newsletter grant request.  Councillor Oxby declared a prejudicial interest in this item, as he is Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee.   He left the meeting and did not take part in the discussion or decision. After a discussion it was proposed by Councillor Cuthill that a sum of £300 be granted to the Village Hall Committee. Seconded by Councillor Carline. All agreed.  

(c) Belvoir First Aid – letter regarding a request for grant aid. Put into the Councillors Distribution Envelope for consideration at the next meeting.   

(d) Kinoulton Village Hall Committee – letter responding to the Parish Council’s requested that the Village Appraisal is placed into the time capsule in the Village Hall.  The Village Hall Committee declined the request as the time capsule was sealed in the roof and specifically related to the year 2000. 

(e) NALC – letter regarding Quality Parish Councils and enclosing a questionnaire. It was agreed that the Treasurer would complete the questionnaire and return the same on behalf of the Parish Council.

(f) NALC – report of the Chief Executive regarding the development of the sector – this was placed in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information.

(g) NALC – information regarding new councillors training. No Councillor expressed an interest in attending.

(h) Nottinghamshire County Training Partnership – training programme for the certificate in local council administration. Placed in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information.

35. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

· Annual Parish Meeting - Food expenses provided by Mrs.E.Evans £34.13

· Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc Insurance premium for the period 01/06/06 to 31/05/07 £611.04.  

Agreed to defray these expenses.

36.    ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS 

None 

37.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
(a ) Councillor Oxby raised that the there was an outstanding borrowing approval for purchase of land on Hall Lane.  He advised that as the Parish Council had been unsuccessful the Council should inform the Department of Communities and Local Government that the borrowing was not required.  Agreed that the Treasurer should write accordingly.

(b) Councillor Oxby advised that there are issues regarding planning permission for the business to operate from Field Farm outbuildings.  At the request of a parishioner he had written a letter setting out his knowledge of the matter and included information from the Parish Council minutes advising Rushcliffe Borough Council that a business had operated from this site since at least 1988.

(c) Councillor Earl – advised that she had looked at the draft Rights of Way Plan sent on the CD-rom and had completed the survey regarding rights of way and had returned it to the County Council.

(d) Street light outside chapel – The light has been has been damaged.  A parishioner has reported the matter to the County Council’s Highways Section.  The Clerk was requested to write to the Highways Section regarding the light to point out there may be an issue of light pollution for the adjoining premises.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 19th June 2007

The meeting ended at  10.06 pm

Matters raised at Parishioners’ Question Time 

(These do not form part of the minutes but are recorded for information only)

John Huckerby advised that:

· The website was  up and running.

· He has e-mailed copies of village appraisal forms and new councillors welcome pack to other councillors for  their information.

He passed over his file on Vimy Ridge to the Clerk and explained how far he’d got with Friends of Vimy Ridge group.  He will arrange a preliminary meeting to establish the group and thereafter he anticipated that a member of the Parish Council would take over the lead role in relation to the group.  
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