KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

14th June 2007 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans Chairman  

                J. Gladstone Vice Chairman 

                N.A.Oxby Treasurer. 

Mrs.A.Earl 

T.Carline 

A.Cuthill

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:   None

APOLOGIES 

Councillor.B.Kingsbury due to illness.

38.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

· Councillor Carline declared a personal interest in minute number 40/07 as he is a school governor.  

· Councillor Jon Gladstone and Councillor Alistair Cuthill declared a personal interest in minute number 41/07 as they are members of the A46 Dualling Group.

39. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE No: 07/01101/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr & Mrs Hudson.

DEVELOPMENTS: Single storey front extension.

LOCATION: Albans, Meadow Lane.

COMMENTS (if any): None

DECISION: No objection 

40. JOINT USE AREA
The Clerk advised that the plan in the Agreement has no blue or red outlined areas to correspond with the relevant clauses in the Agreement.  Copies of a coloured plan on file had been forwarded to the Parish Council’s solicitor with the signed Agreement The Parish Council’s solicitor had advised that the County Council’s Legal Department will not agree to complete the Agreement until such time as the cheque for £500.00 is forwarded to them despite the fact the Agreement specifically requires the Licence fee to be paid to the School.  Consequently, a cheque had been forwarded to the Parish Council’s solicitor, as requested, made payable to Kinoulton Primary School.

Councillor Gladstone, Councillor Cuthill and Councillor Carline had met a number of contractors regarding providing new equipment for the play area.  The contractors had advised that the existing safety surface and equipment should be removed as it does not meet the latest safety regulations and consequently would not be suitable for new equipment.    Councillor Gladstone had met with Mr Savage, the School Head Teacher and it had been agreed that the best value and most appropriate surface on which to install the new equipment was a Safa Grass Mat system laid on turf and mesh.   

A number of quotes were obtained to clear and turf the area.  Although the quotes had not been obtained in accordance with the procedure set out in the Financial Regulations, the Parish Council consider that, given the nature of the works, it was necessary to meet contractors on site and request quotes.  Therefore, the Parish Council approved the procedure adopted.  Mr Pitchfork's was the lowest quote for undertaking the work.  

Resolved “Mr.C.R.Pitchfork be awarded the contract to remove the equipment/surface, fill and turf the play area in accordance with his written quote dated 8th June 2007”.  Proposed Councillor Gladstone, seconded Councillor Cuthill.   All agreed.   

The Head Teacher was happy for the works to be undertaken as soon as possible and had sent a note round with the school children on 14th June advising the play area would be closed forthwith.    Councillor Oxby had telephone Mr.Tim Slater in the County Council’s Corporate Property Department and Mr Slater had no objections to the work.  The Clerk had written a letter to Mr Slater confirming this and had raised in the letter the question who should be contacted at the County Council to obtain consent to the new equipment and the sign required under the Joint Use Agreement.   Councillor Gladstone was authorised to advise Mr Pitchfork of the Parish Council’s decision and to arrange for the work to be undertaken.  

Councillor Gladstone advised that various types of play equipment had been looked at to provide for an age range from five to twelve years and a separate area for toddlers.   Five quotes had been obtained.

Councillor Gladstone with assistance from Councillor Cuthill and Councillor Carline elaborated on the  layouts proposed by the various contractors.  It was confirmed that:

a) The School will be responsible for cutting of any grass around the play equipment from the Safa Mat system.

b) Part of the astro turf will remain in place to form a path from the Village Hall car park to the tarmac drive due to the volume of use.

c) The equipment had a life of approximately 20 years.

Councillor Gladstone, Councillor Cuthill and Councillor Carline considered that Plane and Simple offered the most comprehensive scheme at the best price.   It was stressed that if the works were to be undertaken in the summer holidays the equipment needs to be ordered as soon as possible.    After a discussion, the Parish Council’s agreed that Plane & Simple’s proposals offered the best system.

Resolved “Councillor Gladstone be authorised to agree with the School the equipment to be installed on the Joint Use Area”.  Proposed Councillor Gladstone, seconded Councillor Cuthill.  All agreed.

Councillor Gladstone agreed to meet the Head Teacher as soon as possible with a view to obtaining the views of the school children and the School to the preferred option.  The School had also been looking at other options that Councillor Gladstone would also consider.

Councillor Oxby advised that he had telephoned the Inland Revenue and Customs and Excise helpline describing what is proposed and he had been informed there were no issues with the Council reclaiming the VAT on the equipment.    

41. A46

Councillor Gladstone distributed a copy of the Proof of Evidence for Kinoulton Parish Council and Kinoulton Fosse Dualling Group, copy attached to the minutes.  The Proof was backed up by a bundle of information giving background information and documents.    The emphasis of the case was on the social cost to the local communities, and the considerable costs over the long term to people living in the village from the additional miles travelled.  This will in, a short time, substantially exceed the initial capital cost of providing an over bridge.  Councillor Gladstone confirmed that the village’s case was being supported by evidence from Dave Armiger at Rushcliffe BC and County Councillor Cottee. 

The Public Inquiry commences on 3rd July but the specific date that Kinoulton will appear has yet to be programmed.   However, it is anticipated that this will be on either 3rd or 4th July.  Councillor Gladstone stressed it was important that as many people from the village should attend the inquiry to give support to the case.  Therefore, as soon as the programme date was know, Councillors will need to encourage as many people to attend as possible. 

The Clerk reported that she had received a number of letters from the Highways Agency, which Councillor Gladstone confirmed he had received.  

The Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council thanked both the Councillors and the members of the Dualling Group for all the work they had put into this matter.

42.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

(a) A parishioner had raised with Councillor Oxby that traffic was still crossing the A46 from Station Road into Kinoulton Lane.   Councillor Oxby advised that on delivering a letter on the A46 three vehicles had crossed the A46 while he was there.  A number of other Councillors had also observed the same problem.  Agreed to take the matter up with the Highway Agency.

(b) Councillor Gladstone advised that the Head Teacher had not been aware of the letters sent from the school children from Class 4 as he was off ill at the time the letters were sent.  

The meeting ended at  9.00  pm

Resolved “Councillor Gladstone be authorised to order the work to Plane and Simple subject to:

· The price not exceeding more that £17,240;

· References being obtained;

· The agreement of the School to the system proposed;

· The agreement of the County Council of licensor”.  

.    

ADDENDUM

Addendum to minute 40

The following quotes had been obtained to remove the equipment and play surface:

	Contractor
	Works
	Price

	Playground Supplies Ltd
	Removal equipment/surface, fill, levelling & turfing
	£3,790

	Playforce
	Removal equipment/surface
	£2,200

	C.R.Pitchfork
	Removal equipment/surface, fill, levelling & turfing
	£1,740

	All prices are subject to VAT


The following quotes were obtained to supply safety surface and play equipment:

	Contractor
	Equipment
	Surface
	Price

	Playground Supplies Ltd
	Fortress, Monkey Ladder, Climbing Arch, Sunflower Spring
	Safa Mat 58.3 m2
	£12,900

	Playforce Option A
	Holt Tower, Pirate Ship
	Safa Mat 120 m2
	£15,725

	Playforce Option B
	Timber Trail, Pirate Ship
	AstroTurf
	£18,040

	Playground Supplies
	Copenhagen
	Safa Mat 58.3 m2
	£17,240

	Plane & Simple
	Eagle Triple Tower System & Wobble Boat
	Safa Mat 58.3 m2
	£17,240

	All prices are subject to VAT
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