COUNCILLOR’S NEWS


In a reshuffle of the Council I have been appointed to the Community Development Group which means giving me greater input into the sustainability of Rural Communities such as ours -  Hickling, Upper Broughton, Kinoulton and Owthorpe. This complements my role as Trustee with RCAN (Rural Communities Action Nottinghamshire) I will also be involved in the recycling programme and waste management.

A46 – 2 years - It doesn’t seem that long since they first started the improvements.
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(meeting attended Thurs 9.6.11 as Borough Councillor & Hickling A46 rep.)
I am sure we are all v, impressed with the standard of workmanship shown by Balfour Beatty and I am informed they have been able to maintain an average speed along the road, through the works, of 37 mph. Impressive as the average speed was previously only 41 mph.  The whole project is set to come in under budget with savings made through economies of buying power and working efficiencies. And with good weather and a following wind Santa should be driving the new road in time for Christmas. 

Safety Barriers – European style concrete safety barriers are being installed along the route to reduce the incidents of cross over accidents. 

Roehoe Bridge scheduled to open in July 

Owthorpe/Stragglethorpe – lane change due 2nd week in July 

Colston Gate will close early July and re open November 2011

(More detailed information for Local Residents is available on the Kinoulton Village website) and through the Parish Council).

HGVs – according to the County Council  - advisory weight limit signs are scheduled to be erected in the villages this summer so hopefully you can look forward to quieter times.

Bridegate Lane 

I continue to push Highways, Nott’s County Council and Balfour Beatty for maintenance and resurfacing of Bridegate Lane and repair to the haunches which have been eroded due to heavy traffic diverted by the A46. 

Gritting
Writing in the middle of a heat wave it seems odd to be thinking about snow. 
I am seeking confirmation of the scheduled severe weather gritting contingency plans for the winter season. 

Speeding 
It is still a problem particularly along the diversionary route. 
The police have informed me they have been conducting random checks in the villages and along the A606 so be careful, don’t let it be you! 

Hickling are warning visitors to slow down and watch for ‘free range children, ducks and swans’! 
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BUSES 

 Nott’s County Council have been asked to request the bus to stop at Hortor’s country Store to make access easier for all the residents of the Ward. 
The bus companies have also been advised of the alterations and A46 access.

PUBS 
Hurray we have good food, ales and company available in all the villages in the Ward. It was worth the fight. Web sites are being developed where you will be able to find an update on events happening in your local.  Great - lets keep our rural communities buzzing. 


BROADBAND – there are currently groups in Hickling & Kinoulton looking into the future of Broadband in your area. Rural Broadband is high on the agenda for the Rushcliffe Borough’s Community Development Group and I shall be pushing hard for Nevile Ward.  RCAN and Nottinghamshire County Council are currently bidding for a share of the BDUK funding of £530million and I understand our area is to be included in stage 1 of the bid.  I hope everyone took the opportunity of completing the NCC survey form, which will help to make our rural voices heard. 

HORTOR’S COUNTRY STORE – officially opened on July 2nd It is good to see the return of Hortor’s shop bringing the convenience of shopping locally and the added bonus of locally sourced and grown produce – all helping to reduce our collective carbon footprint. If you haven’t been yet it is well worth a trip  
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