ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

 held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 1st May 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:   Councillor Mrs E. Evans (Chairman), Councillors  J.Huckerby, N.A.Oxby, T.Carline, P. Davis, Mrs E.A. Earl and J.Gladstone,  Mrs.M. Oxby, Clerk to the Council and 25 parishioners. 

APOLOGIES

Mr.B.Pacey & Mrs,M.Pacey

1. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last Annual Parish meeting held on the 25th April 2006 were available for parishioners to read at the meeting.  The minutes had been approved by the Parish Council at its meeting of 16th May 2007 and had been signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council as a true record.  

2. MATTERS ARISING
None 

3. CHAIRMANS REMARKS
The Chairman outlined that councillors undertake a lot of work behind the scenes which is perhaps not seen by the parishioners.  She thanked the councillors and the Clerk for all their work, the Treasurer, Councillor Neil Oxby who undertakes an excellent job with the Parish Council’s finances.    The Chairman expressed her thanks to County Councillor Cottee for his help and support on various projects. District Councillor Ken Keyworth had not been able to attend so many meetings this year due to illness and she wished him well in the future.

Co-option - The Chairman advised that Councillors John Huckerby and Peter Davis had not stood for re-election and she expressed her thanks for their stirling work undertaken over the past years.    As only five parishioners had stood for election it was necessary for the Parish Council to co-opt two parishioners.  She advised notices had been placed on the notice boards and any one interested should speak to the Clerk as soon as possible.  A number of local people have expressed an interest and it was anticipated that the Parish Council would fill the vacancies after a ballot of councillors.

Joint Use Area – The Parish Council has engaged a solicitor to try and resolve the outstanding issues on the Licence with the County Council’s Legal Department and a final draft has been agreed.  It is anticipated the Licence will be signed in the near future which will allow the Parish Council to provide new equipment for the local children.   Councillors Jon Gladstone and Tim Carline are currently looking at various options for the provision of new equipment.

Village Appraisal – The results of the village appraisal were presented at a village meeting in the autumn and action on various projects has already been undertaken.

Local Roads – The Community Speed Watch volunteers have been active in the village and further speed monitoring will be undertaken shortly.  The police will be checking for inappropriate parking outside the school.  The speed of vehicles through the village remains a concern, particularly heavy lorries along Owthorpe Lane.   The surface to the road on Kinoulton Lane has been renewed.  However, the replacement surface was very slippery which caused problems for horse riders.   However, the road surface has been top-dressed and this problem has been resolved.  Potholes on Meadow Way have been filled and pavement surfaces at various points improved.

A46 - The Parish Council has been working with the A46 Dualling Group and more information will be given later in the evening on the current position.  

Vimy Ridge - Councillor John Huckerby has put considerable work into this project and the Chairman stated that we must thank him for his efforts, for securing the grant and overseeing the works.

Recreation Ground – The Parish Council has looked into the possibility of acquiring land off Owthorpe Lane and Hall Lane for a recreation ground when land was put up for auction during the year.  In both cases the Parish Council was unsuccessful in acquiring the land.

Affordable Housing – The Parish Council has worked with Midland Rural Housing to undertake a survey into rural housing needs.  The survey identified there was a need for affordable housing in the village and Midland Rural Housing are currently looking at potential sites.

Household Waste Incentive Scheme– The Scheme was a great success and the prize money the Parish Council received will be available to spend on environmental projects in the village in accordance with the outline submitted to DEFRA.

Village Spring Clean Day – The spring clean day was a good village event and the Chairman thanked everyone who assisted.  A considerable amount of litter was collected.  The Chairman thanked Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Streetwise Team for their help.  Streetwise has provided the Parish Council with three litter pickers which are available for local organisations to use for any event.

Planting – Snow drops were planted on the Village Green and it is planned to plant daffodils and other spring bulbs in autumn.

Website – After several abortive attempts, the website should be up and running shortly.  Liz Foxwell-Canning, the Joint Website Manager, will be giving an outline of the website later in the evening.

The Chairman concluded her remarks by once again thanking Parish Councillors for all their hard work and thanked all the parishioners and other persons present for attending. 

4. FINANCIAL STATEMENT
The Treasurer, Councillor Oxby, advised that copies of the Parish Council Accounts were on display at the rear of the Hall.   Copies of the Income and Expenditure Account were distributed in the Hall on the back of the Agenda. 

The Parish Council accounts are produced in accordance with The Accounts and Audit Regulations 1996 as amended and include:
· Receipts and Payments Account.

· Income and Expenditure Account.

· Balance Sheet.

· Notes to the Accounts.

· Statement of Internal Control in which the Council reviews the management of financial risks.

Income for the year was £9,271.61.  Income was greater than anticipated due to: 

· interest received being higher than anticipated, 

· a grant being received from participating in the recycling scheme of £1,000, and 

· a tax refund of £250 from submitting figures on-line rather than manually.

Expenditure including transfers to reserves was £5,537.36.  This was lower than the anticipated expenditure of £6,597.   There were a number of reasons for this:

· The joint use agreement has not been signed with associated costs of £750 over the year.

· No claim to date had been received in regard to the cost of the Newsletter.

· No expenditure has been incurred on the Vimy Ridge trees by the Parish Council (£300.00)

The Parish Council supports the maintenance of the Church Clock as the village clock and has support the DARE Project since it was introduced to the School. The Treasurer expressed his disappointment that this is the last year DARE will run as the Police have with drawn their support for the Scheme.

The Parish Council has funds carried forward at the end of the financial year of £44,885.16.   The Treasure advised that this may sound a substantial sum but:  

· It is anticipated that the play equipment will be replaced during this financial year.

· The Parish Council has on two occasions during the last year actively sought to acquire land for a recreation ground.  In both case the Parish Council would have had to borrow substantial funds to take the matter forward.

5. CORRESPONDENCE
None.

6. PRESENTATIONS
Website.

Liz Foxwell-Canning gave a brief run down of the website, how it will look and work.  Liz requested that anyone who wanted anything put onto the website contact her at Fern Cottage opposite Hall Lane or on her e mail address.

Grantham Canal Restoration Society/Partnership.

Mr Frank Thomas, Chairman of the Grantham Canal Restoration Trust gave a brief outline on what has happened regarding the restoration of the canal over the last 12 months.  This included the possibility of connecting the canal to the River Trent via the old railway line to Cotgrave.  However, the anticipated cost would be £25 million.    British Waterways is cutting its budget by 15% therefore less maintenance work was likely to be undertaken by them.  Consequently more work would be required from volunteers.  Dredging and the cutting back of trees had been undertaken during the year by the Society.  A boat festival was to be held at Harlaxton later in the year and everyone was welcome to attend.

Mr Thomas stressed that if the Canal is to remain as an open waterway in the future it is important that people get involved and various leaflets on membership of the Trust were available at the back of the Hall.

Kinoulton School Travel Plans/Walking Bus.

Lindsey Elliott, a member of the Steering Group, outlined the background to the School’s Travel Plan.    The Travel Plan is designed to encourage people out of their cars with greener, healthier and safer objectives.   Various issues were identifies, which include speeding through the village, heavy vehicles travelling through the village, inconsiderate parking and a lack of pedestrian crossings.   The County Council is to undertake a criteria count to establish whether a zebra crossing is justified.   

The Walking Bus has started to operate with a grant of £1,000.  This consists of children walking to school with adult supervision in the form of a “driver” and “conductor”. The route has been risk assessed by the County Council and the volunteers have been subject to the necessary checks.  11 volunteers and 24 children are involved with the project.  The Walking Bus currently operates from Tuesday to Friday in the morning and has prearranged stops where children can “get on the bus”.  A ratio of 1 adult to every 6 children is required for insurance purposes.  They still need additional volunteers and anyone interested should contact the co-ordinator, Jenny Hopper.

Vimy Ridge Trees.

Councillor John Huckerby set out the history behind the trees.  He advised that the planting of the trees was adopted as the Parish Council’s millennium project with the support of the landowners and the Lady Hind Trust.  At this time former Parish Councillor Mrs Carol Bassford had undertaken substantial work.   New trees had been planted between the existing trees but for a variety of reasons, including the recent hot summers, a number of the trees had not survived.  Consequently, a £10,000 grant has been obtained from the Building Better Communities Scheme and the County Council had put in significant additional resources.    As a result the old stumps have been removed and a number of new trees planted.     The remaining mature trees have been inspected and, it was understood, deemed to be in a potentially dangerous condition having reached the end of their natural life.  The County Council anticipates the trees will be felled next winter, thereafter, new trees will be planted.

Councillor Huckerby advised that the Parish Council was looking to set up a Friends Group consisting of “observers” and  “maintainers”.  “Observers” would simply report anything they saw regarding the trees.  The “maintainers” would undertake active maintenance work.  Councillor Huckerby advised that in the past work (undertaken with all good intention) has damaged a number of trees.   The use of bailer twine had cut into the bark of a number of the trees causing weakness and necessitating their subsequent removal.  The establishment of the Friends of Vimy Ridge Group would seek to avoid this happening in the future.  A list was passed around the room to enable any one present to volunteer as a Friend of Vimy Ridge Trees.

Kinoulton School PTFA.

Mrs Julie Norman, the Chairman of the Parents Teachers and Friends Association advised that each parent of Kinoulton School was automatically a  member of the PTFA which was a registered charity.  The PTFA had a number of objectives:

· To build relationships between the School and the local community.

· To help the School in various activities.

· To raise money for the School.

Mrs Norman outlined various events that the PTFA had run in the passed such as the sale of the Xmas trees with the Church.  Forthcoming events, such as the Fizz and Facial, intend to be events where people actively want to come to as well as raising funds for the School.   The PTFA was keen to develop stronger links with the local community.  Lunchtime Clubs such as sewing, and cooking  provides opportunities to other people who don’t have children at the School to be involved in School activities.

The PTFA has a website which they would look to link into the Parish Council’s website.  They are looking into the possibility of developing the website to buy on-line. This would mean that the School would receive additional funds for every item bought on-line through the PTFA website.

A46.

Councillor John Gladstone summarised the current position on the A46 and advised that the public inquiry commences on 3rd July 2007.  He summarised the main objection as being:

· Joining and leaving the Roehoe Junction would be potentially dangerous.

· Extra miles travelled would have a detrimental economic and environmental impact.

· Existing economic and leisure links to Keyworth would suffer.

· Additional travelling distances would be created for cyclists.

· Knock on impact on traffic through Hickling and Owthorpe.

In terms of traffic turning left from the Kinoulton Lane/A46 junction 25% went south towards Leicester, 5% towards Melton and 70% wants to go west across the A46 (Keyworth/Nottingham).

The preferred route options of the Parish Council and the Dualling Group were route KNO 8, a bridge to Widmerpool Station Crossroads and junction improvements at the crossroads or KNO3 accessing the new road via the current slip road onto the Widmerpool roundabout. 

Councillor Gladstone responded to a number of questions from the audience. It was raised whether a Barrister was to be employed.  Councillor Gladstone advised the Group had discussed the matter and it was felt they could not compete with the resources of the Highways Agency.  Therefore, it was considered it would be beneficial to put the local viewpoint forward through local representatives.   He stressed that he felt it would be very helpful if as many people as possible could attend the public inquiry on the day the Roehoe Junction was to be raised.   This date was not known at this time but information would be provided on the website.

Vale First Response.

Ian Sheppard from Vale First Response showed a short video of the service they provide.  He outlined that this was a relatively new body which aimed to supplement the local ambulance service.  When an ambulance is called to specific incidents such as heart attacks, strokes, etc the Ambulance Control Centre will alert the volunteers on duty and because of the rural nature of the Vale they are often in a position to get there before the ambulance or paramedic.  

Volunteers are trained and assessed to give initial help and assistance until the ambulance or paramedic arrives and to support them thereafter.   They have 4 kits which contains equipment including a defibulator strategically placed through the Vale.    They cannot give drugs but can provide early treatment which can be vital in these circumstances.

Currently, Vale First Response has 18 volunteers through out the Vale.  However, the Vale covers 80 square miles and therefore ideally up to 30 volunteers are required.  Nevertheless, in most case it can be anticipated that a volunteer can be on site within five minutes of a call going out.

Mr Sheppard handed out various leaflets with contact details.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
A Parishioner requested the Parish Council set out how it co-opt to the Parish Council in the Newsletter or on the new Website.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9:35 p.m.       
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