ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

 held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 28th  April 2009 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:   Councillor J Gladstone (Chairman), Councillor N Oxby, Councillors  Mrs E. Evans, A.Cuthill, N.A.Oxby, T.Carline, R.Kingsbury, County Councillor.J.Cottee,

Mrs T Bossino Clerk to the Council and 47 parishioners 
1.     APOLOGIES

Councillor Mrs A. Earl
2.     MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the last Annual Parish meeting held on the 29th April 2008 had been made available on the village website and displayed on the Parish Council’s notice board.  A copy of the minutes was also on display in the Village Hall.  No questions were raised following on from the minutes and the Chairman of the Parish Council signed them as a true record.

3.    MATTERS ARISING
None 

4.   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
REPORT BY:  JON GLADSTONE, Chairman
The Chairman outlined that elected Councillors met formally, in total, for around 30 hours a year, to consider and act on many and varied issues concerning the village. As an example, he said that across the year, there would be 20 to 30 individual planning issues to deal with. Roads, traffic, paths, green spaces, bins - all being essential parts of the fabric of the village and needing regular action to sustain them. He added that it was “not awfully sexy, but you soon tell us when things aren’t right!” He went on to say that Councillors also represented the village at various meetings throughout the year that covered topics of concern to Kinoulton.

Seventy replacement trees were planted last Autumn along Vimy Ridge to replace failures and a new Memorial Plaque to the fallen had been installed near the Canal Bridge.  A bench had also been donated by Margaret Grainger in memory of Sam. He informed the Parishioners that there would be a dedication ceremony for the new Plaque at 2.30pm on Sunday 17th May. He then spoke about the work in progress on the footpath towards Vimy Ridge. The agreed project had been for a path all the way to the start of the avenue but that the work on the first half has cost a lot more than expected. He said that the Council were deciding from where funds could be diverted from to pay for the rest!

In August, the Village Green had had a facelift, with the installation of heavy, rustic posts to replace the old white post and rail. There had also been many hundreds more bulbs planted on the Green and around the village, which he hoped Parishioners had been enjoying over recent weeks.

The Chairman talked about the Parish walk, held in September last year, having been a real treat for around twenty villagers plus dogs, who had walked through Vera Oxby’s new woodlands and the old graveyard, before enjoying a delicious lunch at the Cricket club.

He said that the Parish Council continued to be concerned with speeding vehicles in the village and that Speedwatch sessions reaped a fair crop of motorists exceeding 30mph. Nottinghamshire Police had written to twenty motorists who had been recorded at speeds between 36 and 48mph. He added that it was sort of good news that only two of the twenty had been locally registered cars.

Nearly forty adults and children had come to help with the Village Spring Clean earlier this month, enabling us to go further along verges and ditches towards Hickling and Owthorpe. Overall the black bag count had been down on last year – from 23 to 15, but unfortunately, the car parts business was still thriving with three more tyres, an exhaust system and a couple of batteries found in ditches.
The final project he talked about was the Kinoulton Junction for the new A46. He said that the side-road plan Parishioners may have seen showed the new link to an extended Widmerpool roundabout, ridding people of the non-sense of journeys via the newly created Roehoe junction.

He offered a big thank-you to all Councillors for their time, support and commitment to the Parish pointing out that “some of them have got proper jobs as well, you know!”

He finally offered a public thank-you to Michelle Oxby for her eight years as Parish Clerk, and also to Liz Foxwell-Canning for running the Village website so well for us. 

5.    FINANCIAL STATEMENT
REPORT BY:  Neil Oxby, Treasurer and Responsible Finance Officer

The Treasurer advised that copies of the Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet were on display a various points of the Hall.  

The majority of the Council income comes from the precept which for 2008/2009 was £7,000 giving a Band D Council Tax of £16.67.    This is one of the lowest council taxes for parish councils in Rushcliffe.  Interest raised £1,088.39 but given the current interest rates this is anticipated to fall substantially this year.

On the expenditure side the Treasurer advised apart from the typical expenses of the Council, grants have been paid St Luke’s Church Tower £1,300, Belvoir First Aid toward resuscitation equipment £250.00, and DARE £56.00.  The Treasurer set out the background to the grants to Belvoir First Aid and DARE.

The Treasure advised that he was pleased to answer any queries at the meeting or at any time thereafter.

6.    CORRESPONDENCE
None 

7.    PRESENTATIONS & DISPLAYS
The Greening Campaign
Terena Plowright, founder of The Greening Campaign, gave a presentation showing how different communities had worked to reduce their environmental impact, and that how by everybody doing a little, significant reductions in a communities carbon footprint could be achieved. She talked about Kinoulton becoming part of The Greening Campaign and that she looked forward to working with us.
Saving Energy

Sheila Hood, Rushcliffe BC’s Community Energy Officer talked about how we can all achieve energy savings around the house, illustrating all of the opportunities to reduce power usage in the home.    
Solar Energy

There was a display showing how harnessing solar power can reduce use of conventional energy sources.
Composting

Cheryl Woodruff, a home composting advisor talked about the benefits of home composting.
Eco Schools and Wind Power

Councillor Alastair Cuthill, ably assisted by Jacob Deavin-Baker and Matthew Robinson from Kinoulton Primary School, talked about the School’s Environmental Action Team and the work they are doing as one of 40,000 Eco-Schools world wide. Considering a wind turbine for the school is one area under investigation.
8.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The meeting closed at 9.20pm          
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